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Watch-Night Prayer 


By Ellen McKay Trimmer 


EFORE I step forever from this 
year, 
I pause to thank Thee, Lord, for 
blessings past. 
Thy presence has brought joy for every 
tear 
And grace to overcome sin’s stormy 
blast. 


Upon ‘the threshold of a new-born year 
I pause, new strength to summon for 
my task. 
Whate’er this new year holds I need not 
fear, 
The plan is Thine—no more need I 
to ask. 
Ae 


Missions in Transition 


On many foreign mission fields great 
changes are taking place. The spirit 
of nationalism is spreading. Undoubt- 
edly this is sometimes stirred up by 
the Communists for their own selfish 
ends; but there is also a natural and 
right desire among advancing peoples 
to govern themselves and not be domi- 
nated by foreigners. The airplane, 
radio, television, modern printing press, 
and short cuts to literacy have made 
the world seem smaller, speeded up 
communication, and facilitated educa- 


tion. These developments have forced 
mission leaders to reconsider policies 
established thirty to fifty years ago, and 
councils are spending wearisome hours 
and days rethinking old principles and 
practices. Organizations that seemed 
well-grounded are being shaken to their 
foundations, and, as in time of flood, 
things are in a state of flux, and much 
debris and some valuables are floating 
down river. Among mission personnel, 
from executives to doormen, it is a time 
that requires much patience and for- 
bearance. Most missions are facing 
head-breaking and heart-breaking prob- 
lems in the realms of missionary sup- 
port, the indigenous church, and rela- 
tions with governments. These cannot 
be settled overnight by decrees and 


memos from the top, but must be 
dealt with piecemeal—gradually and 
patiently. Some men and women are 
breaking down nervously and mentally 
under the strain; others are resigning 
and returning to the homeland. It is 
imperative that all of us in responsible 
positions should walk in the Spirit, be- 
ing faithful in daily Bible study and 
prayer, and not giving way to discour- 
agement. This is not the fifst time that 
God has had to deal with chaos and 
confusion, and He is still on the throne. 
It is still His will that the Gospel should 
be preached to all nations, and He “is 
able to make all grace abound toward 
you; that ye, always having all suffi- 
ciency in all things, may abound to 
every good work”. (2 Cor. 9:8). 


The Tragedy of a Lost Opportunity 


By J. Stuart Holden, D.D. 


“And Lot went out, and spake unto 
his sons in law , . . and said, Up, get 
you out of this place: for the Lord will 
destroy this city. But he seemed as one 
that mocked unto his sons in law” (Gen. 
19: 14). 


HESE words form part of the rec- 

ord of those great happenings, to 
which our Saviour Himself gave 
attestation, when He spoke of the ex- 
ample of “the cities of the plain,” and 
urged upon the men of His own day 
their obvious lesson. Lot, who had been 
visited by the angels, to whom a dis- 
closure of God’s mind had been made, 
and upon whom the very. terror of the 
Lord had come, sought, in obedience to 
the divine command, to bring forth 
from the city—the destruction of which 
was even then impending—those of his 
own household and kinsfolk. But of 
all the tragic happenings of that tre- 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“He restoreth my soul: he lead- 
eth me in the paths of righteous- 
ness for his name’s sake” (Psa. 
23:3). 




















mendous tragedy, this was the greatest. 
It was not that Lot had lost all that for 
which he had striven, it was not that 
he had lost his wealth and his home. It 
was that, when he spoke to those who 
knew him best, and when he urged 
them to flee from the place of destruc- 
tion, “he seemed as one that mocked” 
unto them. They did not take any 
notice of what he said; he had lost his 
influence; they just shrugged their 
shoulders, and took no notice of his 
warning. It is true that Lot himself 
was saved, but only as by fire. 

Now if this were just an ordinary story, 
if it merely concerned Lot and the city 
of Sodom, there would be very little 
justification for our dwelling upon it. 
But it has just as much to do with us 
today as it had to do with the men of 
that day. There are professing Chris- 
tians, who assume the responsibility of 
Christian discipleship, but who are re- 
garded in their own family circles as 
hypocrites. There are those who can- 
not speak to others about the supreme 
things of life because they know that 
their words would be foredoomed to 
rejection because they themselves are 
not taken seriously. The greatest trag- 
edy in the life of the Church of Christ 
today is not only the unbelief of some 
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' of its teachers, but the discrepant lives 
of some of its members, the lost influ- 
ence of those who still retain a form 
of godliness, but whose lives. are a prac- 
tical denial of its power. We are either 
God’s proof, or disproof, of all that He 
came to be and to do. The solemnity 
of living as Christ’s disciples in the 
world is just this, that men take their 
measure of the Son of God by what they 
see of Him in the lives of His people. 
What, therefore, is our influence upon 
others? What kind of influence are we 
exerting upon those who know us best? 

Let us try to picture the scene. Here 
is a man who is very much in earnest. 
If ever Lot was in earnest, he was in 
earnest then. The touch of the angel 
messenger was still upon his hand. The 
word to which he had listened was still 
like a fire in his heart. He urged upon 
his sons-in-law the need of uniting with 
him in leaving that God-condemned 
place. He was not mistaken in any- 
thing that he said; the message of God 
to him-had been too plain to admit of 
any mistake. He sincerely desired to 
help his kinsfolk out into a place of 
safety, but he was absolutely pqwerless 
to do it. “He seemed as one that 
mocked unto his sons in law.” They 
knew him so well that they had Ceased 
to regard what he said as of any im- 
portance. They had had experience of 
his poses before. They had seen Lot, 
doubtless, at his worship, and they had 
also seen him in the market. They had 
heard Lot’s profession of the faith in 
which he had been brought up, but 
they had also heard his conversations 
at other times. They knew something 
of the secularity of his life; they knew 
his moral shallowness. And when he 
really had a message from God to give 
them, his own past reputation disquali- 
fied him from giving it. They knew 
him to be an insincere man; they knew 
that his religion, and other things, were 
kept rigidly apart, and that his religion 
did not really permeate his whole life. 
It is true that he was vexed with the 
unclean conversation of the wicked, that 
he was shocked at the blasphemy of his 
neighbors (2 Pet. 2:7, 8). But there was 
something that vexed him more than 
that. He was a great deal more vexed 
at losing a deal. He loved gold a great 
deal more than he loved God. He con- 
tradicted in his own life the very things 
he professed and believed. 

Let us now leave Lot, and think about 
our own lives in this connection. It is 
startling to find how small and seem- 
ingly negligible are the things that 
really destroy our influence. After all, 
influence is not made up of big things, 
but of an aggregation of small things. 
It is not the big moral faults and mis- 
takes of men that most mar their in- 
fluence; it is usually something that 
seems too small to pay any attention to. 
You have a perfect right to say, “Peo- 
ple ought not to be influenced by the 
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trifling things of my life.” But we live 
in a world, not of ideals, but of actual 
facts; and the fact is that they are so 
influenced. 

For instance, there is the trifling in- 
sincerity of speech, the deviation from 
absolute truth, often in order that we 
may live in harmony with current con- 
vention. There is a devotion to the 
world, as in the case of Lot; and there 
is sometimes manifested a boorishness 
of manner. Who is going to listen to 
such a man when he urges others to be- 
come Christian disciples? There is 
the untamed temper; the unsanctified 
tongue, the speech which is bitter, and 
cynical, and unkind, and insincere, on 
the part of professedly Christian peo- 
ple. These are some of the things that 
cause those who know us best to de- 
svise, not only us, but the religion that 
we profess. The tendency of life and 
character is infinitely more important 
than mere orthodoxy of belief, for the 
one reacts upon the other. 

Let us search our hearts, and judge 
ourselves, lest we be judged of the 
world, and before God. May God have 
mercy upon the man whose conduct is 
morally hardening the hearts of his 
employees and subordinates. Lot stands 
out, surely, as a self-complacent man, 
one who thinks that he of all men has 
solved the problem of living successfully 
in two worlds, and making the best of 
both; reconciling the stern, urgent de- 
mands of Christ’s truth with the smooth, 
easy conveniences of a world that flat- 
ters the Master only to crucify Him. 

It is not difficult to imagine Lot talk- 
ing about those around him, and saying 
how worldly, and careless, and indif- 
ferent they were, and how that all their 
thoughts were centered on material 
things. After all, had it not been for 
Lot himself, these sons-in-law of his 
would never have been in Sodom. It 
was his own choice of “the cities of the 
plain” that brought them there. If the 
cause of the indifference of others in 
regard to spiritual things is in us, may 
God reveal it to us; and though it be 
the bitterest hour we have ever spent, 
let us confess it before God and before 
others. The question for us is this: Are 
we making it easier for men to believe 
in Christ, or are we making it almost 
impossible? If I have a pen that will 
not write, if I have a watch that will 
not keep time, if I have a lamp that 
will not burn—I cast them to one side. 
And if there is a Christian man who is 
not commending his Lord and Master; 
if there is a Christian man upon whom 
there rests nothing of the radiancy and 
beauty of the Lord’s own character; 
then that man, no matter how highly 


placed he may be, or how lowly, is not’ 


fulfilling the purpose of his redemption. 

I believe that God, in His fatherliness, 
often broke in upon Lot before that 
eventful day in order that He might re- 
veal to him what was the trend of his 
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life, open his eyes to realities, help him 
to face facts, the fact of his own in- 
fluence upon others. But, as is so often 
the case, the love of God was defeated 
upon the moral battlefield. Men who 
become successful are apt to become 
self-satisfied. With the growth of self- 
importance, there is a growth of imper- 
viousness to the influence of God’s 
Spirit. It was only some terrible crisis, 
such as this, which served to open the 
eyes of Lot to the fact that he had lost 
his hold upon the very people he should 
have been able to influence, and this 
was because he had lost his hold upon 
God. 

If, perchance, we are, in any degree 
under this same condemnation, is re- 
covery possible? There can be only one 
answer. Yes, it is possible; but it is 
always with pain and with shame that 
such restoration and re-creation is 
brought about. There are no short cuts 
for any one of us. In order to re- 
new fellowship with God and recover 
the confidence of our fellows, there 
must be a double adjustment of life, 
first with God, and then with those 
whom we have wronged by our in- 
fluence. It means, first of all, sincere 
penitence before God. It means also 
confessing our weakness and failure 
to those against whom we have sin- 
ned. It means, further, not only get- 
ting right with God and with man, but 
it means the making of a covenant with 
your own conscience. It means getting 
away from all engrossments, and com- 
muning with your own soul; and then, 
by the grace of God, coming out into 
the open, where every eye is upon the 
man who professes to be guided by the 
pole star of faith in Jesus Christ. 


Notes on Open Letters 


The Outreach of TGNA 


The article in the August 3, 1957, 
issue of THE Sunpay Schoo. TIMeEs 
about radio station TGNA. in Guate- 
mala was of great interest to me. I 
want to thank you for publishing this 
material on this missionary project 
in which I am so vitally interested. 
I am a missionary presently on fur- 
lough after spending four years in 
Central America, three of them at 
TGNA as chief technician of that sta- 
tion. I am therefore grateful for the 
publicity that you have given to our 
work in your paper. 

There is, however, one matter to 
which I wish to call your attention. 
Though it may be no fault of yours 
the article seems to be two years old. 
The material was evidently written 
in the summer of 1955 rather than 
1957.—-Glen Liebig, Guilford, Maine. 


The Editor regrets that the figures 
given in the issue of August 3 were not 
up to date. He wrote to the interim 
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What | Learned Posen Two Auca Women 


November 20, 1957. 

Shandia, Ecuador. 

N WEDNESDAY morning, a week 

O ago today, I heard Gwen [Mrs. 

Tidmarsh] shout, “Betty! Come 

I rushed to the kitchen to 

find Gwen bursting in the door. “The 

Aucas have come out of the Curaray, 
to the homes of Quichuas!” 

I went outside and found two Quichua 
Indians, who live about fifteen miles 
from Arajuno, near the spot where Dr. 
Tidmarsh’s new airstrip and shack are 
being built, the same shack which was 
attacked a few weeks ago. 

During the long months when we 
have prayed for the Aucas, I was con- 
tinually confident of this one ‘thing: 
When the time came for action, the per- 
son involved would know beyond any 
shadow of doubt what to do. There 
was absolutely no question in my mind 
that this was my immediate responsi- 
bility. , 

I said to Gwen, “I’m going down.” 
She rallied round, and, within half an 
hour, I was away, one of the men carry- 
ing my smal] carrying net, one carry- 
ing a gun of Dr. Tidmarsh’s which 
Gwen insisted I take. There was no one 
to carry Valerie, so that most difficult of 
all decisions was already made—I could 
not take her with me. 


Getting Language Material 

At 5 p.m. we slogged down the last 
hill to the bank of the Curaray, where 
stood the house of one Dario Santi. Here 
were gathered all the Quichuas of the 
six-house settlement, and in their midst 
two Auca women, one of whom I in- 
stantly recognized as the older of the 
two who met the five men on the beach, 
The Quichua women who sat on either 
side of them made valiant efforts to 
coach the bewildered ,Auca women in 
saluting this senora, who had come to 
see them, without response. They moved 
closer to their ruku mamas [affectionate 
term for older women], clutched their 


hands tightly, and eyed me narrowly. | 


Presently ‘the one who was a stranger 
to me smiled faintly. I sat down be- 
side them, checked the right ear of the 
woman whom I recognized to make sure 
it was torn as the pictures Nate and the 
other men took on Palm Beach so 
clearly show. It was. Then, notebook 
and pencil in hand, I took down as much 
language data as I could before dark 
made it impossible to see. I was afraid 
that they perhaps might suddenly take 
off down river as Delilah had done, and 
knew that it was of paramount impor- 
tance to get language material (1) to 
determine whether these women were 
the same as Dayuma’s group. and (2) 


A recent letter from Betty Elliot 


Although the report given on the 
Back Home Hour of HCJB on 
November 17 was published in 
; the Times for December 7, Times 
readers will doubtless welcome this 
eyewitness account which came in 
a later letter. It contains some of 
the same facts as the report, but 
adds many colorful details. Its 
vivid descriptions will help readers 
to get the picture more clearly. It 
is hoped that many Times readers 
will join together in praying for 
Dr. Tidmarsh and Mrs. Elliot and 
any others who may help to open 
the way to the Aucas. 





to try to discover their motives in com- 
ing out. 

In the process of getting the data, I 
had opportunity to observe them closely. 
I’ll cal] the one who was at Palm Beach 
Molly, and the other Sue. Neither wore 
ear plugs, but both had the large ear 
perforations, more than large enough to 
stick my thumb through. The fellows 
had mentioned that the women had 
plucked eyebrows. I think they, are just 
very thin, and because they stand out 
straight from the forehead, they are 
barely visible. The hair was cut from 
the tops of the ears straight around 
over the eyebrows, and was long in 
back. Molly’s hair was indescribably 
filthy. Later, when she went bathing 
the next day, I noted that water was 
shed like water from a duck. It was 
hard to tell if her hair was wet or dry. 
She spent quite a bit of time combing 
her bangs, but didn’t exert herself over 
the lank mess hanging down ‘her back. 
Both women were, of course, dressed 
in the typical Quichua outfit which the 
ruku mamas had put on them as soon 
as they appeared. 

I asked the Quichua Indians about 
their arrival. They said that at about 
6 am. they heard calls, and saw three 
women approach the house. They wel- 
comed them, took them in, dressed 
them, fed them, and, an hour later, the 
youngest of them, a girl not fully de- 
veloped physically (which proves that she 
was not Delilah) ran away Wown the 
beach, leaving behind a comb like those 
given to the five men. The Indians say 
the girl made signs on her hands, which 
they took to mean the number of her 
children (sounds incongruous to me, 
but I’m just reporting what the In- 
dians said), pointed down river, and 
then left. They thought she was go- 
ing to get the children and bring them 
back, but she did not return. 


Mollv and Sue brought nothing what- 


ever in their hands but a tiny scrap of 
bark cloth, in which were carefully 
wrapped a bit of kapok and a new 
package of Ecuadorian matches, prov- 
ing that they ’re from the houses where 
gifts are dropped, for the only matches 
Dr. T. had in his raided shack were 
Colombian ones. I have now in my 
possession both the comb and this little 
packet. 

When twilight forced me to stop writ- 
ing, we sat and talked. One of the 
Indians offered Sue a home-rolled ciga- 
rette, which she sucked impassively for 
a moment and handed back, then spat 
on the ground. She talked quite freely, 
just as the fellows had said the others 
did, with no idea that she was not un- 
derstood. Then she went through quite 
a pantomime, from which I gathered 
that a child had been killed by lances. 
She showed an understanding of guns, 
pantomiming their effect as well. They 
enjoyed listening to my watch, tried hard 
without success to blow a flute that an 
Indian offered them. I gave Molly my 
flashlight, but she had no idea of what 
to do with it. (Several flashlights have 
been dropped to Aucas.) She wes not 
particularly surprised, however, when 
I showed her how it worked. She ate 
salt with a stolid expression, but I could 
not get a word for it. 


The Kindness of the Quichua Women 

When the two women went up to the 
split-palm platform on which. everyone 
slept, their ruku mamas took them into 
a tiny room and the four of them lay 
down, covered with the Quichuas’ blan- 
kets. It was a moving thing to me to 
see these two motherly old women, 
“primitive” and “uncultured” in the 
eyes of the civilized, take under their 
wing two savage Auca women, members 
of the tribe ‘that had killed the husband 
of one of those very ruku mamas! 
Everyone treated them with the great- 
est gentleness, like little frightened 
animals from the forest, and tried very 
hard to understand their wants and an- 
ticipate their needs. And then they 
received this long, lanky, pale gringa 
in the same hospitable spirit. 

Seeing them settled for the night, I 
borrowed a tiny kerosene lamp and 
squatted over my notebook, trying to 
get on paper my impressions. I reviewed 
first of all the sequence of events that 
had brought me to that spot. I wish I 
could put all that down here, but it is 
a story in itself. Then I tried to de- 
cide whether or not I should try to 
persuade Molly and Sue to accompany 
me back to Arajuno, as Gwen had sug- 
gested. The Quichua Indians helped 
me with this decision. They felt, first 
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of al], that my taking them away would 
endanger the whole Quichua commu- 
nity, for the spies would see that they 
were gone, and would conclude that 
they had been killed. Furthermore, it 
was clear to me that they were happy 
with the Quichuas, and they were not 
comfortable with me, though they were 


quite free as long as they were flanked... 


by Quichuas, Reason number three for 
not taking them away was that Dario, 
the man in whose house they had set- 
tled, violently opposed the idea, 


Were the Women a Decoy? 

I, of course, considered the possibil- 
ity of this being a decoy, as had been 
suggested of the contact the five had 
on Friday. If this were the case, I 
could expect more Aucas later, but this 
thrilled rather than. worried me. I 
only knew one thing: God had brought 
me to that place, and the way would 
be perfectly clear if I was to make any 
moves. I understood, as I had never 
understood so perfectly before, exactly 
how the men felt. It is easy now to 
say they should have gotten out on Sat- 
urday, but when one is in their posi- 
tion, one simply doesn’t do that! God 
is our Leader, He will not let us make 
fatal mistakes, The plans, machinations, 
methods, theorizing, equipment, strategy, 
and anthropological orientation of men, 
like the “horse” in the Psalm [Psa. 33: 
17], are vain things for safety! The 
name of the Lord is a strong tower. 

For several weeks in Shandia, I had 
had a sense of something moving me 
away. As I went to bed at night I 
wondered how many more nights I'd 
have on that luxurious foam rubber, 
and every time I drank a cup of tea I 
thought what a lovely gift it was, how 
much I appreciated such pleasant things. 
I knew, too, that my place was not to 
be in Shandia much longer, as you 
know. I thought how, just a year ago, 
I found myself in a hotel in New York, 
only days after I’d had no idea in the 
world of going to the U.S. He leads us 
in ways we know not, and it is like 
living on tiptoe, wondering what float 
will come next in the parade, or some- 
thing like that! (Forgive mixed meta- 
phors.) 

The Curaray Indians (Quichuas) all 
feel that the Aucas’ motives in wreck- 
ing Dr. Tidmarsh’s house were simply 
to get clothes, machetes, and the like. 
When I asked why then the wreckage 
and the scattering of stuff far and wide, 
they replied, “They’re just like dogs. 
A dog dumps over everything to get 
what he’s after.” 

Close ‘to nine o’clock at night,. Sue 
began a weird chant, two notes, similar 
to the “song” Dayuma had taught me. 
I concluded later, however, that she was 
crying. Then fwhen things quieted 
again, the dogs began barking suddenly 
and the men got up, checked their guns 
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again, stood their own homemade Jances 
by the notched pole that serves as a 
stair, and waited for Aucas! Finally 
all went to sleep. I lay and listened to 
the rattling and buzzings, the usual 
forest sounds, and wondered at the way 
of God, bringing me to that place (“O 
Lord, who am I and what is my house 
?”) The houses have no walls at 
all, so the stars were all visible, mak- 
ing me forget, now and then, how hard 
chonta is to sleep on! 

Thursday morning, at 4.30, Sue be- 
gan her mournful wail again, keeping 
it up incessantly for fifteen or twenty 
minutes. Later, sitting by the fire be- 
side them, I noted that Sue had chills. 


._ She went out, picked some nettles, and 


applied them to her temples and breasts 
(this is a common remedy among the 
Quichuas, too). 

When the plane flew over, Sue got 
quite upset,, talked very loudly and 
then started her chant again, her voice 
catching with sobs every now and then. 
She made a slamming gesture and 
noises, imitated the motion of the plane, 
pointed downriver, and I think men- 
tioned Muipa. She seemed full of fear. 
Molly, on the other hand, showed no 
emotion of any kind, or interest in the 
plane. 

Later, in conversation (quite one- 
sided), Sue made gestures downriver, 
mentioned Muipa often. This is the 
name of a chief of whom we have 
known for years, a fierce killer who is 
probably the one who met Dave Cooper, 
definitely the killer of Dayuma’s folks, 
and now it looks as though he was re- 
sponsible for the death of Jim and the 
others. Sue stuck her chest with her 
finger over and over, pointed down- 
river and also in the direction of the 
Nushino (Muipa’s hangout, we think). 
She shouted “Muipa!” beat her chest, 
and talked on and on very rapidly. This 
series was repeated I suppose at least 
ten times in the six days I was there 
—the talk of Muipa, lances, killing, the 
gestures of slamming, piercing, falling, 
crying, and once she bit her own arm 
hard. } 

When I tried to say a few words 
about my husband, his being killed, 
“Sue became very animated, talked rap- 
idly again, gesturing. 


Aucas a Few Feet Away 

On Thursday morning, the dogs be- 
came very excited and barked, and the 
Quichua Indians said Aucas were pass- 
ing a few feet away in the jungle. They 
went out (one man armed with a pen- 
knife) and found that sticks of manioc 
had been broken off and had the milk 
still running out of them. 

Dario’s opinion of the reason for the 
death of the five was their own stupid- 
ity. “They probably went up and hug- 
ged the Aucas, and the Aucas drowned 
them,” he said. “You foreigners are 
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so stupid you'll walk right into any- 
thing. We have been here without be- 
ing killed for years and years because 
we know how they will behave and 
are ready for them.” 

Dr. Tidmarsh arrived at the Curaray 
on Thursday afternoon with his tape 
recorder, and we succeeded in getting 
the tape that was played Sunday night 
on the Back Home Hour. A few days 
later, with the pictures from “Through 
Gates of Splendor” to show the women, 
we got a far better tape of their com- 
ments. They seemed perfectly to un- 
derstand the pictures, and their talk 
was again of lances, Muipa, and the 
like. One of them asked me a question 
which (for once) I understood, “Did 
they kill your husband?” 

Once I found the women staring at 
me transfixed—then I realized I was 
humming a hymn tune! They loved it. 
I tried to get them to whistle, but 
neither could do it, either in the usual 
way or on fingers. 


The Fear of Planes 


After the first time, whenever the 
plane went over they both stayed at 
the house, showing no interest, Sue 
usually wailing. Once she went inside 
and put a blanket over her head and 
wailed. For this reason I feel we should 
go slowly on any more Auca flights, or 
on bringing the plane in to land soon 
on the airstrip. 

I was able to elicit no names from 
either of them about the three who met 
the five men, though Molly recognized 
her own picture right away. I would 
say that George must be a relative of 
Sue’s, from things I think she said and 
from her appearance. 

On Sunday, one of them made ges- 
tures as though she wanted to go down- 
river and shout across. It is all very 
fascinating and tantalizing. And, of 
course, I am eager to get a translation 
of the tapes from Rachel and Dayuma. 

I am now in Shandia, having walked 
out from Curaray on Tuesday the 19th. 
I am packing up things now for a more 
or less permanent move in to the 
Quichua settlement. They will build 
me and Val a house, and we'll work with 
the Auca women as much as possible, 
try to help the Quichuas, and pray that 
God will let this further step be an- 
other wedge into the tribe. As I con- 
templated this move this morning be- 
fore dawn, apprehensions came, and I 
asked for His Word for me then. He 
immediately gave Psalm 118. Read the 
whole thing—it is all too good for me 
to quote even one verse, for each verse 
seemed to be His direct speaking to 
me for this thing. And so I say: 

What more can He say than to you He 

hath said, 

To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled? 

I wish I could write all the things I 
feel I’ve already learned from this tre- 








1957 


) any- 
ut be- 
ecause 
e and 


uraray 
3 tape 
getting 
night 
y days 
rough 
romen, 
» com- 
to un- 
r talk 
id the 
1éstion 
“Did 


ing at 
I was 
ved it. 
e, but 
- usual 


ar the 
yed at 
t, Sue 
inside 
d and 
should 
hts, or 
1 soon 


; from 
10 met 
gnized 
would 
tive of 
id and 


e ges- 
down- 
1 very 
nd, of 
slation 
4yuma. 
walked 
e 19th. 
4 more 
io ©6tthe 
build 
k with 
»ssible, 
iy that 
be an- 
I con- 
ng be- 
and I 
n. He 
ad the 
for me 
1 verse 
ing to 


you He 


ve fled? 


1ings I 
is tre- 








Lesson for January 12 


mendous experience—the life of the 
Quichuas, in which I’ve never before 
shared so intimately; a new set of values 
on my own view of life; the depth of 
ignorance in which these Aucas live 
(if I regarded Quichuas as simple and 
primitive, these Auca people are cave 
men); the faithfulness of the Lord; the 
lovely sense of His presence and pleas- 
ure; a new and absolutely solid trust 
in His own given Word; and a stronger 
conviction than ever before that the 
things of this world are pretty paltry 
in comparison with doing the will 
of God. They with the lust thereof 
will pass away, “but he that doeth the 


Apostle to Tibet 
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will of God abideth for ever” (1: John 
2:17). 

I have already heard wild tales about 
what is taking place—news reports, 
rumors, and the like. None of these 
things move’me. I think probably God 
will take care of all such nonsense in 
His way. Let us be found doing what He 
says to do, and let the “dust of words” 
settle where it will! “Oh give thanks 
unto Jehovah; for he is good; for his 
lovingkindness endureth for ever” (Psa, 
136:1, A.S.V.). And while you give 
thanks, pray. We've seen that this was 
the only effective weapon so far. We 
might as well keep on using it. 


A Christian missionary who became host to and 
protector and friend of the Dalai Lama 


YOUNG horseback rider was as- 
cending the trail leading up to the 


‘Himalayas when, late in the afternoon, 


someone came out from a house beside 


the road saying as he grabbed the horse’s | 


bridle, “We are having a service here, 
come and join us!” 

Prompted by curiosity the young 
traveler entered the house. There he 
met and heard a preacher, who spoke 
so convincingly and pleaded so per- 
suasively that the young man accepted 
Christ as Saviour, and right there be- 
came a convert to Christianity. 

This young man was David MacDon- 
ald, and the man who led him to Christ 
was Fredrik Franson, founder. of the 
Scandinavian Alliance Mission (now 
The Evangelical Alliance Mission). 

This meeting with Christian mission- 
aries not only brought the young Mac- 
Donald to Christ but also gave him a 
call to become a missionary. This call 
came to him when hearing the fervent 
prayers of Franson’s companion mis- 
sionaries plead with the Lord, “Send 
us to Tibet! Send us to Tibet!” The 
echo of that prayer lingered in his mind 
until it became a request: “Lord, send 
me to Tibet. Open the doors now closed, 
that I may bring that people in the 
shadow of death thy light!” 

When David MacDonald, from his 
present abode in the Himalaya Hotel, 
in West Bengal, looks northward to the 
region that for more than half a cen- 


tury has been his mission field, memory , 


pictures roll into mind. This was evi- 
dent when one day recently a mission- 
ary came on a visit to him. The old 
man’s vision is better than his hearing, 
so his visitor had to shout into his deaf 
ears: “I am from the Scandinavian 
Alliance Mission!” 

This mention of a name that had lin- 
gered in his memory for half a century 
with gratitude to God made David Mac- 
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Donald talkative, and into the ears of 
the TEAM missionary, Ruth L. Stam, 
he eagerly told the story of his life. 
It was the story of a man who as a 
servant of the King of England had be- 
come the servant of the King of kings. 

David MacDonald is of European and 
Asian stock, his father being a Scot and 
his mother a native of that tiny country 
south. of Tibet called Sikkim, whose 
people are by blood related to the Ti- 
betans. MacDonald had thus in his veins 
a racial current that qualified him es- 
pecially for life among the Tibetans. 
In Darjeeling, by the frontier, where 
he went to high school, David studied 
the Tibetan language. : 

MacDonald’s first entry into Tibet 
was as a member of a British Govern- 
ment expedition sent to the Lhasa Gov- 
ernment for settlement of border dis- 
putes. Later on he became the British 
Trade Agent in Tibet. No better job 
could have been obtained for one who 
desired to combine secular work with 
missionary labor, for, as a trader, he 
came in touch with people of all classes 
from all parts of the land. So well 
known did this traveling salesman of 
the Good News become ‘among the 
mountains of Tibet that he was called 
“the preacher of the hills to the people 
of the hills.” 

This apostle to Tibet became not only 
the seed-sower of the Gospel but he 
stayed long enough to reap some of 
its fruit, During his twenty years of 
residence in Tibet, MacDonald could 
count at least a hundred Tibetans won 
for Christ. A Christian school was es- 
tablished in Yatong, which remained 
open till it was closed by the Commu- 
nists who invaded the country six years 
ago. In. that same town, MacDonald 
was able to secure freedom of worship 
for his converts obtaining government 
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permission for holding Christian serv- 
ices in their homes. 

For more than fifty years David Mac- 
Donald labored to get the Word of God 
in print into the hands and homes of 
as many Tibetans as possible. While 
living in Tibet, he undertook the re- 
vision of the Tibetan New Testament. 
Now, at the age of eighty-three he is 
still at work, with other linguists, to 
produce the Scriptures in a language 
understood by all the racial groups of 
Tibet. 

The highlight of MacDonald’s mis- 
sionary experience was when his Yatong 
Station became a refuge place for the 
god-king of Tibet, the Dalai Lama. He 
tells how a god-king finds it hard to 
vindicate his prestige when he comes in 


‘contact with earth’s kings and worldly 


rulers, who are so “worldly” that they 
do not pay due homage to one who 
claims to be their superior because of 
his “godhood.” 

He departed for voluntary exile when 
the British expedition, mentioned above, 
in 1904 approached Lhasa, because he 
felt it improper conduct for a “god” 
to negotiate with the British invaders. 
The Dalai Lama made his entry into 
Mongolia and from there to China, 
where he remained a refugee for five 
years, 

The Chinese emperor did not pay due 
respect to the Tibetan god-king, and, 
when he noticed that he was treated 
more as the emperor’s subject than his 
superior, the Dalai Lama decided to re- 
turn to Lhasa. On his journey, he made 
the disconcerting discovery that he and 
his retinue of government officials were 
being followed by a Chinese army “of 
two thousand soldiers. He hastily 
turned toward the south, hoping to find 
asylum in India. ; 

When he reached Yatong his pur- 
surers were at his heels, so he was 
obliged to seek refuge in the British 
Agency house of David MacDonald. 
His petition for asylum was readily 
granted, and Tibet’s god-king, with pro- 
fuse thanks, accepted a glass of milk 
from the missionary and the privilege 
of sleeping in his bed during the night. 
Dalai Lama was especially pleased to 
note that MacDonald had put a guard 
around the house for protection. 

Something of spiritul import must 
have resulted from this encounter of 
Dalai Lama with a Christian, for, in 
their conversation, MacDonald told the 
Tibetan king that he was a Christian. 
What more was said in this and subse- 
quent contact between MacDonald and 
Dalai Lama, MacDonald has not. told, 
but significant is his estimation of this 
god-king as a man in the missionary’s 
statement, “I have had three great 
friends in my life, and one of them was 
the Dalai Lama.” 

God works in a mysterious way His 
wonders to perform—a Scandinavian- 
American missionary leads a Scot-In- 
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dian to Christ, and he finds an open door 
into Tibet for proclamation of the Gos- 
pel, even behind its closed doors. Into 
that open door the god-king himself 
enters to hear the Word of Life. 

“The entrance of thy word ‘giveth 
light,” and no country in the world can 
shut out that light, even though~the 
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doors of its frontiers may be closed. 
God’s ambassador to a people may not 
be an official one but an ambassador in 
disguise, as was David MacDonald in 
Tibet, but he becomes a plenipotentiary 
envoy when the King of kings has sent 
him. 
BRooktyn, N. Y. 


Thirty-Six Years a Sunday School Missionary 


How individual lives and whole communities were 
changed when Sunday schools and churches were begun 


OR many years it was my privilege 

to be a Sunday school missionary for 
the American Sunday-School Union. 
It was organized in 1817, is nonsectar- 
ian, has 160 active missionaries, and is 
supported by contributions. In the 
thirty-six years that I have been asso- 
ciated with the American Sunday- 
School Union, I have organized 226 Sun- 
day schools. Out of these have come 
sixy-five churches of twelve different 
denominations. Most of the other 226 
schools were absorbed by denominational 
churches except twenty-six which we 
have going now. 

During these thirty-six years I have 
traveled over 100,000 miles, made 5,133 
visits to our Sunday schools, organized 
227 prayer meetings, fifty*one young 
people’s organizations, opened up 244 
preaching stations, and made 54,350 
visits in homes where we read the Bible 
and had prayer when convenient. From 
these Sunday schools came 8,931 con- 
versions. Some 10,610 sermons and ad- 
dresses were delivered during these 
years. Over 3,500 rural schools were 
visited, and Bible lessons were taught 
to over 100,000 children, 

While visiting homes in a beautiful 
area on the Cumberland River, many said 
they would love to have a Sunday school. 
A good-sized crowd came out to their 
Schoolhouse that night and the Devil 
came also. Some were drunk and some 
were cursing, and others threw gravel 
through the windows and threw stones 
against the house during our service. 
Our Heavenly -Father was there also, 
and we were able to organize a Sunday 
school. A friend of ours came sand held 
a revival and ‘many were saved. The 
people built a church, and have had a 
pastor and Sunday school for several 
years. 

In another community was an old 
church building. Preaching services 
were held occasionally, but no Sunday 
school. I visited the homes in the area 
and the people said they would like 
to have a Sunday school. A large 
crowd filled this old church, for many 
children lived here. One man drove 
his wagon and team outside of a. win- 
dow.. Wh le I was preaching this team 


_always nice to me. 
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of horses began jumping and making 
a lot of noise and I wondered why. 
After the service I found the owner had 
an enemy who was a coward. There in 
the dark he cut the harness on these 
horses and stabbed the horses with a 
large pocketknife, which created a -lot 
of excitement. From this Sunday school 
developed a good church and a Chris- 
tian community. Two ministers of the 
Gospel, and several Christian school- 
teachers came from this Sunday school. 

One of the best illustrations I have 
seen of what a Sunday school can do 
was at McClendon’s Chapel. Many 
years ago, I found an area in which no 
religious services of any kind were 
held. It had been twenty-five. years 
since there had been a Sunday school 
there. While visiting homes, I found 
ten out of seventeen families had no 
Bible. Across from the old log church 
was a cemetery, where seventy-five 
men who had been murdered were 
buried. Twenty-five other men mur- 
dered there were buried elsewhere. A 
girl lived here who had four husbands 
murdered before she was twenty-one 
years of age. Two Christian families 
lived here and they were our leaders. 

A feud was on, and my friends told 
me that, if I held a service, someone 
would be murdered. No one was, but 
a lot of shooting took place after we 
left the church. This Sunday school 
developed into a church with a nice 
building and the community is now a 
good place in which to live. The mem- 
bers went into an adjoining community 
almost as evil and held a revival in a 
brush arbor. There were many con- 
versions and they now also have a good 
church in this community. 

One of the large families we started 
with was poor but very hospitable. -I 
spent many nights with tA&em and 
the entire family and community were 
One boy from this 
Sunday school graduated from college 
last year, and his youngest sister is a 
graduate nurse, who has spent four 
years in Germany as an army nurse, 
The entire family of eight children are 
Christians and are making good in every 
way. 
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One of the most striking examples of 
sacrificial giving was in a cOmmunity 
where I was trying to organize a Sun- 
day school. Officers and teachers had 
been elected, but we lacked twenty- 
five cents to buy lesson supplies, and 
no one would give this. A small and 
very young girl spoke up and said, “I 
will give a quarter.” I spent the night 
in her home and her mother told me 
that this was the only quarter the girl 
had, and she had thinned out corn in 
the hot sun for one and a half days to 
earn this quarter. Then, they had a 
one-room schoolhouse; now, they have 
a nice two-room school. They now have 
two churches of different denominations 
and each has an Evergreen Sunday 
school with regular preaching services. 
Our Heavenly’ Father really blessed this 
girl’s faith and sacrifice. 

Many years ago, I took a picture of 
six “gray-haired boys and girls” who 
had started attending a Sunday school 
organized by Captain Bradshaw, a 
former missionary of the American Sun- 
day-School Union, fifty-five years be- 
fore. They had never stopped attend- 
ing. This was the first Sunday school 
ever in their community and was or- 
ganized in an old log church. Three 
distilleries were operated in this area. 
At.the first Christmas service, a drunken 
row occurred, and some men who were 
put out of the building came back with 
a heavy fence rail and broke open the 
door. But the six of my picture wit- 
nessed a miraculous change in the dis- 
trict. One of the men had three sons, 
who for a while walked six miles per 
day to attend high school. One made 
a successful farmer, one a doctor, and 
the other an executive in Firestone 
Rubber Company. Twenty from here 
became schoolteachers; a son of an- 
other resident became Governor of the 
State of Mississippi. A daughter of 
another man living here became the 
private secretary to former Vice-Presi- 
dent Charles Dawes. Over one thou- 
sand have attributed their conversion 
to this Sunday school. They nqw have 
a beautiful brick church and a good 
Sunday* school. 

Our Heavenly Father has been very 
good to me these thirty-six years in 
answering prayer. I felt God's call to 
preach as a child and would not listen. 
When I was thirty years of age, while 
teaching a rural school, I was stricken 
with a bilious attack, whooping cough, 
and an abscess on my right lung. My 
doctor said to me one day, “You only 
have two or three days to live.” I 
started praying as I had never done be- 
fore and, in six weeks’ time, I was on 
this field where I have served thirty- 
six years. 

Prayer has meant a lot to me and to 
our work. Many years ago we arranged 
for a group gathering of fifteen Sunday 
schools to meet at a certain point on 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 2. JANUARY 12. THE SOURCE OF THE CHURCH’S POWER 
John 16:1-15; Acts 1:1-14, 2:1-41, printed text, Acts 1:4-8, 2:1-11 
Golden Text.—But ye shall receive gone, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and nd yo he be neem unto me both in 


Jerusalem, and in a 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Acts 1:4 And, being assembled together with them, com- 
manded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, 
but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye 
have heard of me. 

5 For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be 
baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence. 

6 When they therefore were come together, they asked 
of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again 
the kingdom to Israel? . 

7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the 
times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own 
power, 

8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost 
is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both 
in Jerusalem, and in all Judza, and in Samaria, and unto 
the uttermost part of the earth. 


Chap. 2:1 And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, 
they were all with one accord in one place. 


2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of 
a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where 


| Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of 


earth.—Acts 1; 


3 And there appeared unto theni cloven tongues like as 
of fire, and it sat upon each of them. 

4 And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began 
to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utter- 
ance. 

5 And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout 
men, out of every nation under heaven. 

6 Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came 
together, and were confounded, because that every man 
heard them speak in his own language. 

7 And they were all amazed and marvelled, saying one 
to another, Behold, are not all these which speak Galileans? 

8 And how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein 
we were born? 

9 Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers 
in Mesopotamia, and in Judza, and Cappadocia, in Pontus, 
and Asia, 

10 Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the ‘parts 
of Libya about Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, Jews and 
proselytes, 

» 11 Cretes and Arabians, we do hear them speak in our 
tongues the wonderful works of God. 
Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 





they were sitting. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

ORK is part of our salvation. 
W Ultimately God does not need 

our work or our help. If He has 
established an order which calls for our 
work and so conveys the impression 
that He needs our help, it is for our 
sakes. He could have established an 
order in which angels did all the work, 
but He rather condescended to appoint 
us to work in His Kingdom, so that we 


might be benefited by the discipline’ 


and develop in character, understand- 
ing, and wisdom. 

Suppose God ‘had so ordered that we 
should not be laborers together with 
Him, but simply be recipients of the 
blessings of forgiveness and justifica- 
tion and eternal life, without spiritual 
responsibility for others. Think how 
self-centered we might have become. 
Concerned only with our own sanctifi- 
cation, we should have failed in that 
very sphere for very selfishness. 

In such a case, I can fancy how we 
would have given ourselves over to the- 
ological speculation. I have seen enough 
of theological students to know to what 
extremes we should go if our specula- 
tive propensities were not curbed by 
the call to work. The apostles’ interest 
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in “the times or the seasons” would be 
insignificant in comparison. 

Without a work to do, we should lack 
the discipline, the application, the ‘wres- 
tling ‘with problems, the urge to prayer, 
all of which go into the making of 
Christian character and maturity. 

For all of these reasons God ordained 
that the chutch should be a working 
body. The kind of work committed to 
it is in keeping with its divine dignity 
and destiny, and it is a work so much 
beyond the ability and the strength of 
its members that it requires special pro- 
vision of power from God. Not only 
does this keep us humble and depend- 
ent, but it gives us a vital touch with 
God the Holy Spirit, which assures the 
flowing of the power of God through us. 
So we are kept abiding and abounding. 
How great is the wisdom of God, to 
give us something to do that is too big 
for us! And that something is the uni- 
versal witness to the name of Christ 
our Lord. 


Verse by Verse 
Acts 1:4.—“, 
of the Father...” 
verses to get the setting. This now is 


. wait for the promise 


the risen Lord in the presence of His . 


disciples, and on the eve of His ascen- 
sion. For the promise see John 14:16, 
26; 15:26. 

Verse 5.—“. .. John... baptized with 


Read the first three. 


. . with the Holy Ghost 
“With water” is the locative case 
in ‘the Greek, without a preposition. 
“With the Holy Ghost” is the same case, 
but with the preposition en (in). Both 
are instrumental in value, but in dif- 
ferent senses—the one impersonal and 
passive, the other personal and active. 
See Matthew 3:11, 

Verse 6.—“. . . wilt thou at this time 
restore . . . Israel?” Emphasis on “at 
this time.” The old vision of an earthly 
kingdom is still with them. 

Verse 7.—“, . . the times or the seasons 

. the Father hath put in his own 
power.” Our Lord answers their phrase 
“at this time,” without denying a king- 
dom. Compare Matthew 24:36, “Power” 
here is used in the sense of authority. 

Verse 8-—“. . . power... the Holy 
Ghost .. . witnesses unto me .. .” This 
is power of a different kind—effective 
Strength. From it we have our “dy- 
namic,” and so forth. Notice the ever- 
widening circle of the witness. 

Chap. 2:1.—“. . . Pentecost ... all 
. «. in One place.” Pentecost was the 
feast described in Leviticus 23: 15-21, 
taking its name from the count of fifty 
days (v. 16). This was fifty days (49 
in our reckoning) from the resurrection 
of Christ. 

Verse 2.—“, . . 
«++ Wind.. 


water... ye. 


a sound ...as ofa 
-” It was not a wind, but 
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a sound like a wind, and the sound 
filled the house as the trumpet notes 
of a great organ fill a cathedral. 

Verse 3.—*. . . cloven tongues like as 
of fire...” “Tongues parting asunder,” 
the A.S.V. says. They were not fire, 
but resembled fire. We presume that 
these “tongues” sat on their heads, al- 
though the record does, not indicate 
head, shoulder, or any other part. 

Verse 4.—“. . . ‘all filled with the Holy 
Ghost ... other tongues...” The Holy 
Spirit, who filled them, so controlled 
their faculties that they spoke what, He 
gave them, in known tongues, not un- 
known. See verses 6, 11. 

Verse 5.—“. .. Jews .. . Out of every 
nation under heaven.” Whether these 
were temporary dwellers, gathered for 
the feast, or returnees from the Dis- 
persion may be a question. Probably 
there were both classes present. 

Verse 6.—“. . . this was noised abroad 
... came together ... every man heard 
... in his own language.” A.S.V. has 
“when this sound was heard,” appar- 
ently referring back to the sound of 
verse 2, and suggesting that it was heard 
throughout the city. 

Verse 7.—“. .. are not all these which 
speak Galilewans?” The Galilean accent 
was notorious (Matt, 26:73), and some- 
times unintelligible to a southern Jew, 
but these Galileans are speaking in ac- 
cents fully understood by those of vari- 
ous dialects. F 

Verse 8.—“, . . every man in Our own 

tongue?” Some believe that the mir- 
acle was in the hearing of the people 
rather than in the speaking of the dis- 
ciples, but verse 4 makes clear that it 
was a miracle of speech. 
! Verses 9-11 list the places from which 
the assembled Jews had come—from 
North Africa, the whole region between 
Egypt and the Euphrates, the various 
provinces of Asia Minor, the lands of 
Greece, and those eastern parts to which 
Israel and Judah had been carried cap- 
tive. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The disciples were not yet ready for 
the mission to which they had been 
appointed. They had walked with Jesus 
for three years or more, had witnessed 
His mighty works, had hung upon His 
words of grace and wisdom, had eaten 
with Him and conversed with Him in a 
remarkable intimacy of companionship. 
They had come to know Him as ‘jthe 
Christ, the Son of the living God.” They 
had seen Him go forth to die, and they 
had seen Him alive from the dead. After 
forty days of frequent appearings, He 
was about to depart from them and as- 
cend to Heaven. They were His chosen 


messengers, witnesses, ambassadors, But ~ 


they were not yet ready. His departure 
was not the signal for them to launch 
their mission. They must wait for that 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
1. January 5.—The Church’s One 
Foundation. Matthew  16:13-19; 
Ephesians 2:19-22; Colossians 1:15-20 


Next Week’s Lesson 


3. January 19.—Fellowship of ‘the 
Church. Acts 2:42-47; Romans 15: 
1-9; Ephesians 4:17-32; Philippians 1:3-11 








further preparation which would estab- 
lish and validate all the training they 
had received from Him, enlighten thei 
understanding regarding the meaning of 
His life, death, and resurrection, and fit 
them to live and minister effectively 
without His visible presence. They 
needed a new baptism, and they needed 
a new empowering. 

The answer to the need was the Holy 
Spirit, “the promise of the Father.” The 
coming of the Holy Spirit would effect 
a baptism by which their union with 
Christ would be effectually sealed, thus 
assuring that His life would unceasingly 
flow into them and through them in 
blessing to others. The coming of the 
Holy Spirit would mean an enduement 
of power for the great task of witness- 
ing to the ends of the earth—a power 
which would never be theirs independ- 
ently, but always vested in the Holy 
Spirit. Why should it require the Holy 
Spirit to enable one to state facts?— 
for witnessing to Jesus Christ is just 
stating facts. These are the things of 
God which cannot be received apart 
from the divine illumination, and wit- 
nessing to these facts is a hopeless task 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


OW long a time elapsed between 
the resurrection of Christ and His 
ascension? ' 

2. What was the subject of conversa- 
tion between the risen Lord and His 
disciples? 

3. Why did the Lord not send His 
disciples out immediately upon the er- 
rand of witness? 

4. What question revealed the fact 
that the disciples were still laboring 
under a misapprehension of God’s plan? 

5. What hope of the disciples did 
Christ not deny? 

6. How would you differentiate be- 
tween the “power” of Acts 1:7 and the 
“power” of verse 8? 

7. What was the geographica] charac- 
teristic of the task which our Lord com- 
mitted to His Church? 

8. What were the outward phenomena 
of the great experience of Pentecost?, 

9. What was the very heart of the 
Pentecost experience? 

10. How were the tongues of Pente- 
cost prophetic? 

(Answers on page 1019) 
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unless it be done in the power of the 
Holy Spirit. 

They waited, and the promise was 
made good. As one might expect, this 
great event in the history of redemp- 
tion was accompanied by supernatural 
phenomena, but the basic, essential oc- 
currence was not the awesome sound, 
not the cloven, firelike tongues, but this 
—-“they were all filled with the Holy 
Ghost.” The promised baptism and the 
promised enduement with power were 
both fulfilled in this, and the change in 
these men which had been wrought in 
them by their contacts with the incar- 
nate Son of God was more than matched 
by the change that was wrought in them 
when they were “filled with the Holy 
Ghost.” What took place that day was 
both a parable and a prophecy. The 
many tongues in which the witness was 
given well symbolized the great task of 
carrying the message of Christ to all 
the world, and was prophetic of that 
day when men of “all nations, and kin- 
dreds, and people, and tongues” | shall 
stand before the throne, and before the 
Lamb, crying with a loud voice, “Sal- 
vation to our God which sitteth upon 
the throne, and unto the Lamb” (Rev. 
7:9, 10). 


Outline of the Besson 


1. Promise and Instruction (Acts 1:4-8) 
2. Fulfillment and Effects (Acts 2:1-11) 


Topics for Development 

Times and Seasons. There are several 
things to note about our Lord’s answer 
to the inquiry of the disciples: “Wilt 
thou at this time restore again the king- 
dom to Israel?” (Acts 1:6.) First, He 
did not say that the kingdom would 
not be restored to Israel. The restora- 
tion of Israel is surely one of the clear- 
est teachings of the Bible, unless we 
spiritualize all the passages which deal 
with that subject. The “times of the 
Gentiles” will have an end, and then Je- 
rusalem will no more be trodden under- 
foot. Surely we are seeing foregleams 
of that day. 

It was the times and seasons aspect 
of the subject which our Lord affirmed 
was not for the scrutiny of the disciples, 
and we do well to heed the admonition 
for ourselves. It is easy to become 
overly curious about the future, and 
details of the divine program, and min- 
utiae of prophecy, and when a clear an- 
swer is not forthcoming from the Scrip- 
tures, we do not hesitate to build a 
pyramid of fancy on an apex of truth. 

The phrase “which the Father hath 
put in his own power” reminds us of 
an earlier statement by the Lord, “Of 
that day and that hour knoweth no 
man, no, not the angels which are in 
heaven, neither the Son, but the Father” 
(Mark 13:32). Does this prove that 
Christ is not omniscient, that He is in- 
ferior to the Father? We should re- 
member that those were the days of His 
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humiliation, when He was fulfilling His 
role as a servant. He voluntarily laid 
aside the independent exercise of those 
attributes which were His as God, in 
order to assume a place of submission 
and dependence. If the eternal Son 
stooped to the place of refusing to know 
anything except as imparted to Him by 
the Father, we certainly ought to be 
willing not to know some things until 
the day of revelation. 


Practical Applications 

The waiting times are just as impor- 
tant as the going times, in the will of 
God. Do not be hesitant about the go- 
ing, and do not be impatient about the 
waiting. 

The inquiring mind is good, but there 
are some areas of divine truth in which 
we must be content not to know. 

Training and technique are good, but 
they are no substitute for the power of 
the Holy Spirit. 

Covet to be filled with the Holy Spirit, 
but allow His sovereign right to order 
the manifestations of His presence and 
power. 

World vision is one of the signs of 
the Spirit. 


Golden Text 

Acts 1:8.—“. .*. ye shall receive power 
..-+ ye shall be witnesses .. .” Notice 
the phrases “ye shall receive” and “ye 
shall be.” The end of receiving is be- 
ing. Receiving is not an end in ftself. 
Seek God’s gifts, then, that by their 
means you may become something more 
for Him. 

ELMuurstT, ILL, 

we 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


Succestep HYMNS 

“O for a Thousand Tongues To Sing” 
“Our Blest Redeemer, Ere He Breathed” 
“Sing Them Over Again to Me” 
' A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
and merciful Father, whose dear Son 
died for us and lives to save us, make 
Him ever more real to us, we pray. 
Let Thy Holy Spirit both show us otr 
sin and show us our Saviour and draw 
us ever to love, trust, and serve Him. 
We thank Thee for the power in which 
the first disciples preached Christ to 
men. May the same power of the Holy 
Spirit be at work here and wherever 
else the Gospel is given to men today, 
that many may be converted. May all 
Thy people walk by the light of Thy 
Word through a world dark with sin. 
May all the afflicted of Thy people find 
help and comfort amid the woes of this 
life. May Thy sparing mercy and sav- 
ing grace be abundantly given to our 
world today and may Thy glorious 
Kingdom soon come, for our Saviour’s 
sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—“Thank you for 
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that message, it did my soul good,” said 
a man to the preacher after a church 
service. “Why did it help you?” asked 
the preacher. “Because you took some- 
thing hot from your own heart and put 
it into mine,” was the answer. There 
is a cold, a lifeless way of giving God’s 





Make Christ Real TS Me 


truth to people; and there is a warm, 
living, compelling way to do it. But 
always it isythe Holy Spirit who makes 
God’s. Word come with light, warmth, 
and power to our hearts and to others 
through us. Peter never had seen and 
felt the truth about his risen Lord as 
he. did when the Holy Spirit came on 
the disciples at Pentecost. Behind the 
power with which they spoke was the 
Holy Spirit. 
He came in tongues of living flame 
To teach, convince, subdue; 


All-powerful as the wind He came, 
As viewless too. 











—Harriet Auber. 

Having come, the Holy Spirit has re- 
mained with the Church ever since. The 
signs that marked His coming need not 
be repeated since He is here. But the 
results of His presence and blessing are 
the same now as then. He makes God’s 
truth live for us, makes it.live in us, 
and then makes, it live for others 
through us. If Christian things seem 
dull and unreal to you, earnestly pray: 
“O God, give me Thy Holy Spirit to 
make the Saviour real and living to 
me,” and continue such praying till it 
is answered. Sincerely offered, that 
prayer will be heard and Christ will 
become real to you, your life will be 
changed, and you will be able to take 
the warm and living truth out of your 
own heart and give it to another. 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 
we 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And, being assembled together with 
them...” (Acts 1:4).—Here we see the 
risen Lord where He delights to be— 
in the midst of His beloved people! He 
has promised to be in the midst of those 
who gather unto His name (Matt. 18: 
20); and He always keeps His promise. 

Although some believe that the inter- 
pretation of the Song of Songs belongs 
to the faithful remnant of Israel, 1 find 
delight and profit in making an appli- 
cation of it to Christ and the Church, 

In that Song, He says, “I am come into 
my garden” (Song of Sol. 5:1); and 
throughout the Song He is seen as com- 
ing into His garden, to feed among the 
“lilies” (2:16; 6:3). 

* Some Christians add to the Word 
when quoting Matthew 18:20. They 
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say, “There am I in the midst of them, 
and that to bless.” It is true that the 
Lord richly blesses His people, but it 
must not be forgotten that He also ex- 
pects to receive worship and praise from 
His people. And we worship and adore 
Him when we tell Him how much we 
really love Him and appreciate al] the 
offices or roles He fills. If I may be 
permitted to coin an expression, the 
“give ye” habit (Psa. 29:1, 2) should be 
as characteristic of us as the “give me” 
one (Psa. 119:34, 73, 144, 169). 


“ . . commanded them that they 
should not depart from Jerusalem, but 
wait for the promise ...” (Acts 1:4). 
As Lord, He has supreme authority over 
His people. While in their midst on 
this occasion, He commanded them to 
wait in Jerusalem for the fulfillment of 
the promise regarding the Holy Spirit. 

After waiting ten days, they received 
the Holy Spirit—the source of their 
power—for the accomplishment of the 
Lord’s. purpose pertaining to their cor- 
porate testimony. 

A waiting period for believers to re- 
ceive the Holy Spirit is not a necessity 
now, because we are sealed with the 
Spirit upon believing (Gal. 3:2, 3). 
“Now if any man have not the Spirit 
of Christ, he is none of his” (Rom. 8:9). 
But among the exceeding great and pre- 
cious promises given us, there are some 
requiring the exercise of patience to 
receive. 

We are enjoined to wait “on” and 
“for” the Lord (Psa, 27:14; Isa, 30:18). 
It often requires more power to do these 
two things than it does to be active. 

An emergency _befell a _ certain 
preacher who is “a manuscript slave” 
—one who not only writes his sermons 
but also reads them, word for. word, 
from the pulpit, 

The lights went out in the building 
one night while he was reading. Think- 
ing it was a prank, he requested that 
they be turned on immediately. He 
was informed that it was not a prank, 
but that the power was definitely off. 
He could not talk extemporaneously 
even in an emergency, so he wisely 
said, “If the power is off, it is time to 
pray.” He turned the service into a 
prayer meeting, and all went well. 


“. .. Ye shall be baptized with the 
Holy Ghost ,..” (Acts 1:5).—During our 
Lord’s public ministry, He had said to 
His disciples, {I will build my church.” 
He was now about to fulfill that prom- 
ise. In ten days He would, by the bap- 
tism of the Holy Spirit, bring into be- 
ing that “one body” (1 Cor. 12:13) of 
which He is the head and each believer 
a member! (1 Cor. 12:27; Eph. 2:21, 22.) 


“But ye shall receive power .. . and 
ye shall be witnesses unto me .. .” 
(Acts 1:8).—A witness for the Lord 
Jesus Christ! What a privilege! What 
a responsibility! We cannot all be 
preachers in the accepted meaning of 
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that term, but we can all be witnesses, 

A man who felt he was being un- 
justly dealt with in a court of the land, 
was asked by a friend of his, “Shall I 
get you a good lawyer?” His answer 
was striking. “No,” said he, “what I 
need is a couple of good witnesses!” 

The Lord is being unjustly dealt with 
by the world. He is saying to believers, 
“Ye shall-be witnesses unto me.” Are 
we proving to be good ones? 


= , began to speak with other 
tongues, us the Spirit gave them utter- 
ance” (Acts 2:4).—The “other tongues” 
mentioned here were other languages, 
for there were “Parthians, and Medes, 
and Elamites, and the dwellers in Meso- 
potamia” and other strangers in Jeru- 
salem at the moment. They all heard 
“the wonderful works of God” in their 
native tongues, 

“All this was initial; and it was in- 
complete. It was necessary as a sign, 
to arrest the attention of Jerusalem. 
With the development of the spiritual 
fact, the necessity of signs passed away. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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. - « Our responsibility is not that of 
endeavoring to reproduce past phe- 
nomena” (Dr, G. Campbell Morgan, in 
“The Acts of the Apostles”). 


Wawona, CALIF. 
w >. 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, you would hardly think 

of a church as a power plant. But 
that, in a real sense, is just what it is. 
Let us say “The Church,” for it is not 
the church building we are thinking 
of today. It is the whole body of be- 
lieving Christians. And of all the in- 
stitutions in the world it must have 
power to perform its mission. The 
Lord Jesus Christ promised to send the 
power by the Holy Spirit, and just be- 
fore He ascended into Heaven He told 
His disciples to wait for it. When they 
saw Him ascend into the clouds they 
turned back to Jerusalem and waited 
there ten days all together—just wait- 
ing and praying. Then suddenly He, 
the Holy Spirit, came with the sound 
as of a rushing wind, and in the form 
of tongues of flame lighting upon them. 
The first effect was that every one of 
the disciples began speaking in a lan- 
guage he had not known before—many 
languages. This made them know at 
once what they should do. 

There were many visitors in Jerusa- 
lem speaking foreign languages. Jesus 
had with His last words told them they 
must witness for Him, first in Jerusa- 
lem, then Judea, Samaria, and to the 
uttermost part of the world. So they 
began jo tell the Gospel story to those 
foreigners, who were amazed to hear 
their own language spoken, Then it 
was that Simon Peter preached his great 
sermon and more than three thousand 
people were converted and baptized. It 
was the power of the Holy Spirit working 
in and through those yielded and pray- 
ing servants of the Lord and perform- 
ing the miracle of regeneration. This 
was the beginning of the Church, the 
power plant, whose business was (and 
is) to preach the Gospel and win souls 
to Jésus Christ. 

And, fellows, the command of the 
Lord Jesus Christ to witness for Him 
is just as definite and imperative today 
as it was at that time; and it is just as 
definitely directed to Christians today 
as it was to the disciples of that day. 
If you call yourself a Christian because 
you have made a public profession of 
your faith and have been baptized and 
received into the church—and if you 
are making no effort to tell someone 
else about Christ, to win them to Him 
—if you are not doing this, you may 
have serious doubt whether or not you 
are saved. It isa strange thing that 
comparatively few church members\ 
seem to realize this is the main business 
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_for God as he did? 
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of a Christian—to help others to know 
and to believe and to accept Jesus 
Christ as Saviour. It is not such a diffi- 
cult thing to do, once you begin it. 
And, remember, your part is very sim- 
ple—just telling it. The Holy Spirit 
(the power) does the hard part. And 
He is always right at hand to do His 
part. 

I had a class of ten-year-old boys— 
all members of the churth. One boy 
had a ten-year-old neighbor who was 
not a Christian and they went rabbit 
hunting together. Out there in the 
woods he talked to his friend about be- 
ing a Christian and how much it meant 
in his own life. He could not preach 
a sermon (and it was just as well that 
he could not), but just in simple, boy 
language he told him. And the Holy 
Spirit was right there and blessed his 
efforts. After a little talk with the pas- 
tor, arranged by the young soul-win- 
ner, the boy was received into the 
church and joined our class. He de- 
veloped into an earnest Christian, and 
a few years later when he went to 
Davidson College was elected president 
of the Y.M.C.A. Later he was a volun- 
teer for the foreign mission field, but 
there was some complication which 
prevented his going overseas and he 
trained to be a physician. He is a suc- 
cessful doctor now, an officer in his 
church, and highly esteemed by all in 
his community. That rabbit hunt was 
the beginning of a real Christian life. 

Fellows, you can do that. Remember 
the power is at hand. And- you are 
a working part of the power plant. 


WEAVERVILLE, N, C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ET us begin with Caroline’s story, 

“It Took Courage.” Thank you, 
Caroline. Do you know why the boy 
she told about had the courage to stand 
It was because he 
was indwelt by the Holy Spirit. The 
Holy Spirit constantly indwells every 
Christian since the day of Pentecost 
when He came to earth to begin the 
Church, 

Upon what foundation does the 
Church of Jesus Christ stand? (Upon 
Him.) Right. The Lord told His dis- 
ciples about the Rock foundation be- 
fore the Church began. He ‘also fore- 
told the coming of the Holy Spirit. 
Turn to John 16:7-15 to see what Jesus 
said the Holy Spirit would do when He 
came, (Convict the world. Guide and 
teach believers.) Yes. No preacher or 
teacher can win the unsaved to Christ 
or edify Christians apart from the Holy 
Spirit’s power. 

Now read Acts 1:4-8. What did the 
Lord tell the disciples that they would 
receive after the Holy Spirit came? 
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(Power.) Right. The Holy Spirit em- 
powers the Church to witness for 
Christ, ; 

Before we leave Acts 1, we should 
notice something else. We saw last 
week that the Lord Jesus did not build 
His Church upon Peter, as the Roman 
Catholic Church teaches, but upon Him- 
self, the Chief Corner Stone. 

Another mistake made by that church 
is in teaching Catholics to pray to Mary. 
Here in Acts 1 we have the last picture 
of Mary, the mother of Jesus, that the 
Bible gives. Read verses 13, 14. This 
tells that the apostles met for prayer 
with some godly women, including 
Mary. Look carefully to see whether 
the apostles were praying to or with 
her. (With her.) Right. Mary was with 
them praying to God. Nowhere in the 
Bible does she or anyone else suggest 
that we pray to her. There is only 
one command of hers quoted in the 
Bible. It is, “Whatsoever he [Jesus] 
saith unto you, do it.” 

Now let us go on with Acts 2 which 
tells of the Day of Pentecost, when our 
Saviour’s promise of the Holy Spirit 
was fulfilled. As we read verses 1-3 
notice what the disciples heard, and 
what they saw. (They heard the sound 
of a rushing, mighty wind. They saw 
what looked like tongues of fire.) Ex- 
actly right. Some people say that the 
church should have another Pentecost 
now, but the Bible does not teach that. 
I do not believe we will ever hear such 
a wind or see what looks like tongues 
of fire. These were manifestations of 
the arrival of the Holy Spirit as He 
came to earth to baptize the believers 
into one body, thus beginning the 
Church, , 

As we read verses 4-11 we will see 
that the coming of the Holy Spirit im- 
mediately gave the disciples power to 
witness, just as Jesus had promised. 
Did the multitude that gathered hear a 
strange jumble of sounds? Read the 
last part of verse 6 again. (No, Every- 
one heard God’s message in his own 
language.) The people there realized 
that this was a miracle. It is not strange 
that the Holy Spirit performed a mir- 
acle when He came, for He is God, 

What was the purpose of this miracle? 
To let all the devout Jews staying in 
Jerusalem hear the Gospel in their own 
languages before they returned to their 
distant homes. Verse 11 tells what these 


‘men, filled with the Spirit, talked about, 


(The wonderful works of God.) 

All of us who are saved belong to this 
same Church which began on the day 
of Pentecost, 

Not long ago a girl said to me, “The 
Roman Catholic Church was the one 
Jesus founded, wasn’t it?” I said, “No.” 
Let me explain by an illustration. 

“Suppose I started a girls’ club,” I 
said. “Only girls who attend Sunday 
school regularly can join. The purpose 
of the club will be to keep the church 
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building attractive inside and outside. 
Suppose I went away for a time, and 
when I came back I asked about the 
club. Someone says, ‘Yes, it’s still go- 
ing.’ I attend one of its meetings and 
find that now anyone who pays ten 
dollars can join, and that the purpose 
of the club is to make people pay better 
wages to their baby sitters. I would 
say, ‘This is not the club I started. The 
rules and th purpose are both changed 
and different.’ So the rules and teach- 
ings of the Roman Catholic Church are 
changed and different from those of the 
Church founded by the Lord Jesus 
Christ. We need to understand this, 
because many people are confused about 
it. If we are saved, we belong to the 
Church our Lord founded and empow- 
ered by His Holy Spirit.” 





During this quarter we are using the 
Scripture Catechism Card, “Conduct Toward 
Others,” 20c a dozen; the book, “The 
Enemy Guest,” 60c; and the accompanying 
chorus sheets, 50c a dozen. If all three helps 
are ordered together from V. D. Gunderson, 
Ferndale, Wash., they may be had for §1, 
postpaid. 


| 
FERNDALE, WASH. 
MM 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
A Promise Kept (Acts 1:8; 2:1-4, 14, 36-41) 


SE the Memory Verse printed on a 
paper key, suggested in the last 
article, to review the verse and the 
occasion when it was spoken. Locate 
it in the Bible (Matt. 16:16). In verses 
18 and 19 we read that the Lord said to 
Peter: “Thou art Peter, and upon this 
rock I will build my church. ... And I 
will give unto thee the keys of the king- 
dom of heaven.” Yet in the next verse He 
told Peter and the others not to tell 
anyone that He was Jesus the Christ. 
Why not tell people so they would 
know? The people were not yet ready 
to understand. Neither was Peter 
ready to use the keys; he did not yet 
know all that the word “Christ” meant, 
The weeks went by. Peter saw the 
Lord Jesus crucified. Why should that 
happen to the Son of the living God 
who was to live forever? Then Peter 


‘ saw the empty grave with the grave- 


clothes lying there, but still he did not 
undérstand what the Bible said about 
Christ's coming to life (John 20:6-9). 
He needed someone to show him, as 
God had shown him at the first who 
Jesus was (Matt_ 16:17). Before the 
Lord Jesus died, He promised to send 
the Holy Spirit to the disciples to show 
them the truth. (Read John 16:13.) 
After Christ rose from the dead and 
met the disciples again, He told them 
still to wait, to wait till the Holy Spirit 
came and gave them power. Then they 
should tell about Christ everywhere, 
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American 
Scripture Gift Mission 


Publishers of the Word of God in attractive 

form for young and old, far and near. 

“Train up a child in the 

way he should go: and 

when he is old, he will 

not depart from it.”— 
Proverbs 22:6. 


Supplying the “Sword 
of the Spirit” to mis- 
sionaries and other 
Christian workers since 
1915. 


American Scripture Gift Mission, Inc. 
Room 600, 325 N. 13th Street, Phila. 7, Pa. 


I gladly enclose my gift to help reach precious ones 
for CHRIST with the Word. I shall be happy to receive 


FREE 1958 POCKET CALENDAR 
and a sample Scripture portion. 





NAME 





STREET 





CITY, ZONE___STATE___ 








Send for your FREE copy 


ogee, MICCIONG 





t 


Write Today to MISSIONS TOMORROW 
127 S. Wacker Drive, Dept. C, Chicage 6, tt. 





from home to the farthest parts of the 
world, (Read Acts 1:8.) 

So they waited and prayed—how 
many of them?—in that first church 
group in Jerusalem (Acts 1:15). For 
ten days they met and prayed. Then 
came Pentecost, one of the great holy 
feast days. From all over the then- 
known world Jews and foreigners who 
believed in God came to Jerusalem. On 
that day God kept the promise. The 
Holy Spirit came. The Holy Spirit; be- 
ing God, cannot be seen. But that peo- 
ple might realize something great was 
happening there was what sounded like 
wind rushing from Heaven—you cannot 
see wind, either—and something that 
looked like fire separated and rested 
on each of them. The Holy Spirit filled 
them. Now they understood the Bible 
and knew what to say about Christ. 
They could even tell that wonderful 
story in other languages so that for- 
eigners from the far east and the far west 
could know about Christ. It was Peter 
who stood up, the other disciples stand- 
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BEREAN BIBLE SCHOOL 
1020 S. Hall Street Allentown, Pa. 
Jansen E. Hartman, President 
EVANGELICAL PREMILLENNIAL 


Offering three-year courses in Theology, Missions, 
and Christian Education. 


Further information given on request 











AIR and STEAMSHIP 
RESERVATIONS 


for Missionaries, and Survey Trips for 
mission board officials and interested 
laymen, continue to be 
Our Major Specialties eee 
We can help You! 


No service charge at any time 


Universal Travel Service, Inc. 
A. S. Bowker, President 


100 W. Monroe Street — Room 700 
Telephone: ANdover 3-3156 
Chicago 3, Illinois 
The Christian travel bureau .. . 














PEWS, PULPIT & CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


WRITE FOR Free CATALOG 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & Co. 
Dept. 102 SCRANTON 2, mA. SS 
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SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


white Christians to take more interest in 
helping young Negroes in the Gospel of 
Christ? Let Carver Bible Institute be 
your agent. We conduct: 

Bible school, day and night classes; free 
correspondence schoo); literature distri- 
bution. We invite your investigation. 

Prayer helpers urgently needed. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 


—_—_—_—__ ee 
ing around him, and told the crowds 
what all this meant, and how to be 
saved. Now he was using the keys of 
the Kingdom of God! How many living 
stones were built into the Church of 
God that day? (Acts 2:41.) 

The Church of God—the spiritual 
-house that God’s Holy Spirit lives in, 
which we talked about last week—is 
still being built. Are you one of the 
living stones? Have you been “pricked” 
in your heart because your sins helped 
crucify Jesus, whom God has made 
“both Lord and Christ’? Have you 
repented? Have you been baptized? 
Have you been forgiven and had the 
Holy Spirit come to live in you? No, 
do not expect wind and fire; that hap- 
pened only the first time. (Teacher, 
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explain the steps of salvation more 
fully.) 

Are you already built into God’s 
Church as a little rock? (1 Pet. 2:5.) 
Can you use the keys of the Kingdom 
of Heaven to let in others? Like Peter, 
you need to learn what the Bible teaches 
about Christ. You need the Holy Spirit. 
God often uses children as His messen- 
gers. Shall we ask Him to use us? 

“I can do all things through Christ 
which strengtheneth me,” Paul wrote 
from prison to his friends in the church 
at Philippi (Phil. 4:13, Memory Verse). 
Use “strengtheneth” for the key word. 


Orono, MAINE, 
we 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1958 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Strength Made Perfect in Weakness. 
—But ye shall receive power (Acts 1:8, 
Golden Text). An experienced life- 
guard in the coast service used to meet 
night after night with another guard 
for prayer in a little hut in the sand 
dunes. A friend asked him why he did 
this, and he said, “Well, after what we 
have seen in our patrol here by the sea, 
we feel very weak, so we pray together 
on the nights when we meet on patrol, 
and have done so for many years.” He 
was a great, strong fellow, but he real- 
ized his Weakness as he faced the tur- 
bulent sea. What a world it was that 
the disciples faced! What a world it is 
that we face as we go about our daily 
tasks! Is your work, your service for 
the Lord empty and ineffective so far 
as you can see? The promised power 
is for you. Have you accepted that 
power in the fullness in which’ God 
wishes you to have it?—From Philip E. 
Howard, Sr., in The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by the Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sun- 
bury, Pa. Prize illustration. 


When God Turns the Tide.—Wait for 
the promise of the Father (Acts 1:4). 
Once Mark Guy Pearse stood on the 
seacoast and looked over a Stretch of 
ooze and ill-smelling mud on which 
some barges were lying on their sides, 
and he thought how vain it would be 
for them to heave their anchors or hoist 
their sails. And then I asked: myself, 
“What is the remedy?” But as I watched 
I saw the remedy—God turned the tide. 
In swept the waters of the sea and 
buried the mud, and then came the 
breath of sweetness and life. And it 
flowed about the barges, and all was 
activity. Up came the anchors, the sails 
were hoisted, and the barges sailed gaily 
away. “So it is,” said the preacher, 
“that we stand looking out upon many 
an evil that fills us with dismay—drunk- 
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enness, gambling, impurity. Is there 
any remedy? So many of our churches 
are so dreadfully respectable, but, alas! 
high and dry on the mud—for these, too, 
what is the remedy? We want the flood 
tide—the gracious outpouring of the 
Spirit; then must come the roused and 
quickened churches. It is ours now if 
we will have it: ‘Ye shall receive power, 
after that the Holy Ghost is come upon 
you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me.’” 
—From the Methodist Recorder. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


God Is Working Out His Purpose.— 
And he said unto them, It is not for 
you to know the times or the seasons, 
which the Father hath put in his own 
power (Acts 1:7). 

God is working out His purpose, 

As year succeeds to year; 

God is working out His purpose, 

And the time is drawing near— 

Nearer and nearer ‘draws the time, 

The time that shall surely be, 
When the earth shall be filled with the 
glory of God, 
As the waters cover the sea. 


From utmost east to utmost west, 
Where’er man’s foot hath trod, 

By the mouth of many messengers 
Goes forth the voice of God; 

Give ear to me, ye continents— 
Ye isles, give ear to me, 

That the earth shall be filled with the 

glory of God, 
As the waters cover the sea. 
—Author unknown. Sent by Mrs. A, E. 


Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans, 


Accord Is Better Than Criticism.—And 
when the day of Pentecost was fully 
come, they were all with one accord 
in One place (Acts 2:1). In his book, 
“The Fullness of the Gospel,” D. L. 
Moody stated: “Suppose that on the 
day of Pentecost the apostles had been 
criticizing Peter, do you think the Holy 
Spirit would have worked so miracu- 
lously? Imagine John’s whispering to 
James, ‘It does not seem to me that 
Peter is quite up to himself this morn- 
ing,’ and James’ replying, ‘I am disap- 
pomted myself.’ Suppose Andrew had 
turned to Matthew and said, ‘Really 
that is too bad for Peter to be so harsh 
on the Pharisees and rulers. There are 
so many other things upon which we 
can agree. I do wish he would avoid 
all controversial subjects!’ Do you think 
that if that had been the attitude of 
the apostles there would have been any 
convefsions?” Suppose we try the effect 
of sympathy and prayer, instead of criti- 
cism, upon our minister’s sermons.— 
From The Sunday School Times, Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng.; 
and Mrs, A, E, Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


The Spirit’s Clothing.—And they were 
all filled with the Holy Ghost, and be- 
gan to speak with other tongues, as the 
Spirit gave them utterance (Acts 2:4). 
When the Lord was about to send Gid- 
eon against the Midianites, it is said: 
“But the Spirit of the Lord came upon 
Gideon, and he blew a trumpet .. .” 
(Judges 6:34). The literal translation 
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of the first clause of this verse is this: 


‘But the Spirit of the Lord clothed Him- 
self with Gideon.” It is a grand thing 
when the servant of Christ is so sub- 
missive to Him, so filled with the Spirit, 
that he can be said to be “the garment 
of the Holy Spirit.” Why, the most ordi- 
nary person can be the instrument of 
tremendous deeds and mighty power in 
such a circumstance! And this is what 
God would have us be and have us do. 
We miss His best for us only because 
we allow the indwelling Spirit to lie 
dormant, as it were, rather than to con- 
trol us.—From Our Hope. Sent by Mar- 
tin M Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


Crying for Their Sins.—And they 
were all amazed and marvelled (Acts 
2:7). On the old Telugu field in India a 
remarkable thing happened some years 
ago. On that field where God had 
wrought so marvelously in the olden 
days—2,222 having been baptized in a 
single day—there had come a spiritual 


dearth, a coldness which many earnest . 
souls felt must be broken up. For two 


years special, fervent prayer had been 
offered that God would graciously revive 
His work. Ten days of special revival ef- 
fort were spent in importunate petition. 
Orfe of the missionaries thus describes 
the scene: “At about eight o’glock of what 
seemed an ordinary meeting, someone 
was ‘praying, when suddenly there was 
a sob; one cried out; like a flash some- 
thing came over the meeting, and there 
was a.tumult of sound, cries and groans 
and beseeching calls on God. One pres- 
ent said it sounded to her like a rushing, 
mighty wind.” Another missionary said, 
“For the first time in thirty-three years 
in India we have really seen natives 
crying for their sins. This feature has 
much impressed the heathen. They 
crowded the doors, saying, ‘Why, they 
are crying for their sins! How strange!’ 
Last night the meeting was a foretaste 
of Heaven, it was so full of joy.”"—From 
the illustrator. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
Axtell, Kans. 


He Hears and Understands.—And how 
hear we every man in our own tongue, 
wherein we were born? (Acts 2:8.) An 
evangelist one day found himself seated 
on a train beside an elderly woman who 
spoke nothing but Spanish, the same 
language that he spoke. Discovering 
that he was a minister she said she 
had some questions she had always 
wanted to ask some preacher. She said, 
“Don’t you think that Adam and Eve 
spoke Spanish in the Garden of Eden?” 
He. answered, “No, I don’t think they 
did.” Then she thought for a moment 
and asked: “Don’t you think that Jesus 
spoke Spanish when He was here on 
earth? You know in all His pictures 
He is dark, like we are, and He has Wark 
hair and dark eyes.” “No, Jesus did not 
speak Spanish when He was here upon 
earth.” Then quick as a flash she 
Said, “Well, if He didn’t talk it then, 
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AIM AT THE HEART OF AFRICA 


with the Gospel by your 
Praying — Giving — Going 
For further information write 
AFRICA INLAND MISSION 
Dept. T 


,» 253 Henry Street Brooklyn 1, New York 


American Prophetic League, Inc. 
Box 41-198-T 41741-4755 Townsend Avenue 
Los Angeles 41, Calif. 

Dr. Keith L. Brooks, (late) President 
Earl J. Severts, Vice President 
Provides Prophecy Monthly free to naries; 
Bible courses to hundreds in prison; ay books 

and tracts to needy workers. 
Grateful for your prayers and gifts to help sustain 
this faith work. 





All Nations Evangelistic Fellowship 


Harold J. Seeley, Director 
Box 48-T Canandaigua, New York 
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SCRIPTURE GIFT MISSION 
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ing to evangelize the world with oy eee of God. 
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American underprivileged children a orphans cael 
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A world-wide ministry to the Jews of all nations. 
vay consecrated missionaries in twenty stations 
on four continents faithfully preach the Gospel to 
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236 West 72nd Street New York 23, N. Y. 


The Otherwise Unreached in Rural America 
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Send for Field Magazine The Sunday School Mis- 

Missions, 
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1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 





THE AMERICAN EUROPEAN 
BETHEL MISSION, INC. 


Founded by Rev. and Mrs. Leon Rosenberg 


ears of missionary activity in various countries 
He w Christian orphanage in the Holy Land and 
relief as the Lord’s people provide. 
Heapquarters: 252 N. Dillon Street 
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AMERICAN INDIAN MISSION 
Rev. R. L. Gowan, Director 
Custer, South Dakota 


REMEMBER THE AMERICAN INDIAN 


In your praying and missionary giving. A Pio- 
pw, Faith Work on Indian fields in U.S. and 
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American Messianic Fellowship 
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American Mission to Greeks 


Rev. Zodhiates, General Secretary 
233 West nd Street New York 36, N.Y. 
prem source of su: rt for Evangelical Christian 
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School, Orphanage, Bible Institute, Evangelical 
publishers and printers, kstore, newspaper 
evangelism, missionaries, radio, relief. 

Color sound film: “Man of Macedonia” 
Write for free quarterly, Greek Harvest Gleanings 





AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY 


Henry G. Perry, Executive Secretary 
513 W. 166 Street New York 32, N. Y. 
Tracts multiply your witness, c it where you 
cannot follow, and eontaee to plead with the oe 
ner long after your igh mpeent of personal con- 


tact. Tracts bring sou 
Send for information and free tracts. 





Association of Baptists for 
World Evangelism, Inc. 


A Fundamental Baptist Faith Mission 
Over 200 missionaries working in the Philippines, 
Hong Kong, India- Fae penta, Japan, il, 
Peru, Colombia, and C 

Write for ~ 4 and literature. 


1304 Schaff Building Philadelphia 2, Pa. 





BAPTIST MID-MISSIONS 
A World-Wide Independent Baptist Mission 
1120 Chester Avenue Cleveland 14, Ohio 
22 COUNTRIES 91 STATIONS 
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done India, J E Islands, 
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BELGIAN GOSPEL MISSION, Inc. 
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Ralph C. and Edith F. Norton, Founders 
Bringing back the Bible to Belgium 
PREACHING—69 centers and a trailer church ministry 


PREPARING men in a three-year Bible course 
Pus.isHinc Scriptures, books, periodicals 


325 North 13th Street Philadelphia 7, Pe. 
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BEREAN MISSION, INC. 


3536 Russell Blvd., St. Louis 4, Mo. 
Organized 1937 95 missionaries 
Laboring: in six fields: Belgian Congo, Africa; 
West facie Navajoland, and three islands in the 

West Indies, including Cuba, Grenada, — Barba- 

Enlisting: Co- laborers and prayer partners 
a ~* homelatid. Publishing: MISSI Nt RAMS, 
official bi-monthly magazine presenting activities on 
various fields. A copy together with descriptive 
literature will be sent to anyone upon request. 


Buffalo Hebrew Christian Mission 
Incorporated 

28 Crestwood Avenue Buffalo 16, N. Y. 
_ Rev. Karl Goldberg, Superintendent 

Endeavoring to reach the Jews of Buffalo and area 

with the Gospel by: means of personal visitation in 

the homes, hosp and b laces, as — 

as by radio (The Messianic Hour, RA — 

K.C. Sundays at 10.30 a.m.), corres 
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Bible Fellowship meetings. Write for free copy ¢ 


of “Israel’s Messenger.” 





BEST SELLER PUBLICITY 
189 W. Madison Street Chicago 2, Il. 
20th Anniversary 
Preaching the Word on car cards and billboards 
. . . in army and navy camps, schools, hospitals, 

and jails. 
Best Seller Posters: “An attractive illustration to 


catch the eye so that God’s Word can reach the 
heart.” 


Canadian Sunday School Mission 
Incorporated 
Questing for souls in Canada through camps, 
D.V.B.S., day school classes, home Bible ube. 
Sunday schools, services, Bible memory contests, 
courses, etc. 44,821 souls make up the treasure of 
ears’ ministry; many now in home and foreign 
fields. Write for descriptive folder. 
Rev. D. R. Aikenhead, General Superintendent 


802 Paris Building, 259 Portage Avenue, Winnipeg 2, Canada 





Bible House of Los Angeles 
927 S. Westmoreland Ave. Los Angeles 6, California 


OUR MISSION—to create and sustain a mission- 
ary attitude and service thro’ the printed Gospel. 
We publish the book, Brste Basis or Missions by 
Dr. Robert H. Glover, which stimulates missionary 
vision to.action. Free Gospel literature is sent to 
the mission fields, especially those of Latin Amer- 
ica, as our friends pray and enable us to give. 


Irving G. Hoff, Executive Secretary 





THE BIBLE MEDITATION 
LEAGUE, INC. 
World-wide soul winning! 
High interest, insured annuities. 
Write for details. 


P. 0. Box 477 Columbus 16, Ohio 





Bible Protestant Missions, Inc. 


“Holding forth the Word of Life” in Japan, Brit- 
ish Guiana, the Philippines. 

For information write: 

REV. H. E. HAINES 
R. D. 1, Box 308 _ Moscow, Pa. 





BIBLICAL RESEARCH SOCIETY 
4005 Verdugo Road Los Angeles 65, Calif. 
A faith work founded by David L. Cooper, Ph.D., 
with a literary ministry to Jew and Gentile 

(Rom. 1:16). 


FREE—A sample copy of our monthly publication 
BIBLICAL RESEARCH MONTHLY. 


107 North Hale 


The Central American Mission 
Founded by C. I. Scofield, D.D., in 1890 
Member I.F.M.A. 


Serving all of Central America and Mexico, in 
Spanish and Indian languages through 180 Mission- 
aries, Hospital, Radio Station, Bible Institutes, Book 
Stores, and Day Schools. Literature and informa- 
tion furnished free. 

3611 Congress Avenue, Dept. ST, Dallas 19, Texas 





CEYLON and INDIA GENERAL 
MISSION 
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ourses. 





Write for information 
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Incorporated 


3012 Fox Drive, Chattanooga 11, Tenn. 
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and TV film programs available for use anywhere. 
Pray for the work. Write for information. 


Rev. Henry C. Geiger, Directay 
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Overseas Missionary Fellowship 
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More than 600 missionaries engaged in a wide 
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medical wotk, and literature projects. 
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J. O. Sanders, Gen’! Dir. H. M. Griffin, Home Dir. 
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He talks it now, because He talks to 
me. He answers my prayers and He 
understands me.” Thank God for a 
wonderful Saviour who makes Himself 
known to any, in his own tongue. who 
will listen—From the Sword of the 
Lord. Sent by B..M. Dobbin, Richmond, 
Kans, 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


HAT is this in my hand? (Teacher 

will hold up an egg—it may be 
raw or hard boiled.) Right! It is an 
egg. Actually, all that you see is the 
shell. Still all of us know that it is an 
egg, even though we see only the shell. 
(Teacher will open egg, putting albumin 
in one clear glass dish and the yolk in 
another dish.) Tell me now, what is 
this yellow ball—the yolk? Yes, it is 
egg. What is this in the other dish? 
It is much like thickened water. The 


‘correct name for the white of the egg 


- What is it? 


- 


is albumin. You do not have to study 
it long. You saw me put it in there. 
Correct. It is egg. So we 
call the eggshell an egg. The yolk is 
egg. The white is egg. An egg is made 
up of three ee parts. Each one alone 
is the egg. Together they are the egg. 

So it is with God. We will let this 
cirele on the board stand for God. God 
was in the very beginning. He Himself 
had no beginning. He has no ending. 
Neither does a circle. You cannot tell 
where it begins or ends. As the egg 
has three parts, so God has three parts. 
(Draw three lines, dividing the circle 
into equal thirds.) First, there is God 
the Father. With God the Father in the 
very beginning was God the Son (John 
1:3; Col. 1:17). No one ever has seen 
God (1 John 4:12). But God wanted 
His people to know what He was like. 
For this and other reasons, God sent 
His Son into the world. Only recently 
we celebrated the birth of the Lord 
Jesus. We remember how God the Son 
took a body—the same kind of body 
that you and I have. He was born as 
a tiny baby, and God announced His 
birth by angels and by placing a new 
star in the sky. Everyone knows about 
that. 

Also in the very beginning there was 
God the Holy Spirit. He was present at 
the creation (Gen. 1:2). Never forget 
that: God the Father, God the Son, and 
God the Holy Spirit lived together in 
Heaven from the very, very beginning. 
The Lord Jesus lived on earth only a 
short time—thirty-three years, to be 
exact. Near the time that He was to 
return to Heaven, the Lord Jesus told 
His disciples that God’s Holy Spirit would 
be sént to take His place (John 14:16, 
17). And, just as the Lord Jesus had 
promised, God’s Spirit was sent. He 
was not born a baby, as was the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Because the Lord Jesus 
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had a body while He ‘lived on earth, He 
could be with only a few people at a 
time. When He went back to Heaven, 
God’s Holy Spirit came into the world. 
A Spirit does not have a body. There- 
fore God’s Spirit can be and is with 
every born-again child of God in every 
corner of the world—all at the same 
time! 

How could people know that God’s 
Spirit had been sent into the *world? 
He did not have a body as the Lord 
Jesus had. A Spirit has no form of any 
kind. How, then, could anyone know 
that He had come? God did a wonder- 
ful thing. He did not send angels to 
announce the Spirit’s coming, as He 
had done to announce the birth of His 
Son. He did not put a new star in the 
sky. No, God did something entirely 
different. First, there was a rushing, 
mighty wind (Acts 2:2). Then another 
unusual miracle happened. He sent 
little tongues that looked like flames 
of fire which sat on each one (v. 3). 
They did not burn them, either! One 
more thing happened to prove that 
God’s Spirit had come. The people all 
began to speak in foreign languages— 
God’s Spirit caused them to do this 
(v. 4). , 

The Christians knew at once that 
God’s Spirit had come as the Lord Jesus 
had promised. Those who were not 
Christians knew, too, that something 
had happened. They did not under- 
stand what it was. All that they knew 
was that they learned about the won- 
derful works of God in their very own 








This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 1012) 


1, Forty days (Acts 1:3). 

2. “The things pertaining to the king- 
dom of God.” 

3. They were not ready for the task 
until they received the enduement of 
power. 

4. Their question about restoring the 
kingdom to Israel “at this time” (v. 6). 

5. He did not quench their hope of 
Israel’s ultimate restoration, 

6. In verse 7 it is authority, while in 
verse 8 it is effective strength and 
might, 

7. It was an ever-widening circle— 
Jerusalem, Judea, and Samaria, the ends 


of the earth. 


8. The sound like the wind, the 
tongues like fire, and the speaking in 
the dialects of all present. 

9. “They were all filled with the Holy 
Ghost” (Acts 2:4). 

10. They were prophetic of the com- 
pany of the redeemed “of all nations, 
and kindreds, and people, and tongues” 
(Rev. 7:9). 

Exmuurst, ILL, 
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THE CHRISTIAN 
AND MISSIONARY ALLIANCE 


Evangelical Pioneer Evangelistic 
22 Foreign Fields Now 786 Missionaries 
Sustained by prayer and sacrifice 
Address correspondence and contributions to 
The Christian and Missionary Alliance 
260 West 44th Street - New York 36, N. Y. 


The Evangelical Alliance Mission 
(TEAM) \ Member Mission I.F.M.A, 


More than 750 missionaries in: Japan, Formosa, In- 
dia, Pakistan, Tibetan Frontier, Korea, Near East, 
New Guinea, South Africa, Southern Rhodesia, 
France, Spain, Portugal, and South America. 


Send for sample copy of The Missionary Broad- 
caster. 


2845 W. McLean Ave. Chicago 47, Ill. 





CHRISTIAN JAIL WORKERS 
Incorporated 


P. O. Box 2333 | Los Angeles 53, Calif. 
“*Rehabilitation through Regeneration” 

A Faith Home Mission, fund tal. lical, 

interdenominational. Ministering to ‘the juvenile 

and adult inmates in the penal institutions of 

Angeles County. 

Monthly publication “Broken Shackles” free upon 

request. 





Evangelical Mission to Uruguay, Inc. 
Fred V. Dabold, Founder-Director 


To bring God’s Word to a little known and neg- 
lected people. To plant indigenous churches on 
Pauline principles and train National rears. Ra- 
dio and colportage ministry. 100% faith h work. 


Write for free literature 
P. O. Box 70-T Fresno, California 





DEAF AFRICANS 


“ How shall they hear?” 
Romans 10:13-15 


These little-known and neglected people urgent! 
need onr comand and aid. . 


Send inquiries or contributions to: 


Christian Mission for Deaf Africans 
11704 Griggs, Detroit 4, Michigan, U.S.A. 


Evangelical Union of South America 


Serving fields of great need in Bolivia, Brazil, Co- 


lombia, and Patagonia. A faith work ‘for 45 45 years. 
Home Service League provides prayer support for 
missionaries. Praying members sought. nd for 
free magazine and information. 
78 W. Hudson Ave, 135 Isabelle Si. 
Englewood, N. J. Toronto 5, Canada 
Member I.F.M.A. 





CHRIST’S MISSION, INC. 


Dr. Walter M. Montano, Exec. Dir. & Editor | 


369 Carpenter Avenue Sea Cliff, New York 


Publishing the Converted Catholic azine to 
awaken Christians to their responsibilities to 
Roman Cat! keep them abreast of de- 
velopments by the hierarchy. Rehabilitating 
former priests—providing iaterwstion, and help to 
Roman Catholics and pastors. Write for free copy 





“ Evangelize China” Fellowship, Inc. 
Dr. Andrew Gih, President 


We are DOING what the world is saying MUST 
be done in the field of missions. 

“Native Evangelism” 
Write for full particulars to 


EVANGELIZE CHINA FELLOWSHIP 





of magazine. NON-PROFIT P. O. Box 550-T Los Angeles 53, Calif, 
Serving in 12 fields 
wd THE CALL OF THE ORIENT 
CONSERVATIVE BAPTIST &, Basener i i iungles - Mindanao writes: 
FOREIGN MISSION SOCIETY | soon tecause Even Bores Are Preaching the Gon 
352 Well Chicago 14, Illinok - wnt wa A a last tribe in the jungle 
An independent, Baptist mission society, thor- THE FAR EAST BROADCASTING CO. 
oughly evangelical in theology, evangelistic in P. O. Box 1 Whittier, California 


athnad 


like in 





approach, b 





- 


Eastern European Mission 
164 N. Euclid Pasadena 1, Calif. 


Interdenominational faith mission founded in 1927, 
evangelizing Germany, Belgium, Greece, Jugo- 
slavia, Slavic and other European DP’s =e 
refugees. Europe, key to world situation, 75 

cent pagan. Intense spiritual hunger, remarka je 
results. We covet our Erg bio. 5 nd for a 


y Ss Peter- 
—_ copy of * as 4 her, T 





European Evangelistic Crusade, Inc. 
Member Mission 1.F.M.A, 


A faith mission, interd i I, more than 
100 missionaries unauies & in all of Western 
Europe. 

Europe is the mission field of the world = | 
Pray for this continent. Send for our magazine, 
The Voice of Europe. 


Director for North America: R iene ace | 
F.R.G.S., 811 Westview Street, Phila, 19, Pa. 








THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL 
MISSIONARY AND RELIEF SOCIETY, INC. 


More than 25 missionaries — in India, Israel, 
Europe and North and South America — are giv- 
ing the Gospel and material relief to Jews. Read 
thrillin ne wee, of this work in our magazine 
ISRA ORY. 


Write for your free copy. 
728-S Witherspoon Building Philedelphia 7, Pa, 





The Gospel Forthoriag Fellowship 


Rev. George w. rg Director 
An i ission working in Kenya, and 
| East Africa. The nfission looks to 
God to constrain Christians to give as the needs of 
the work are made known. 
Home Office— 
261 Ridgewood Road, Springfield, Del..Co., Pa. 
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GOSPEL MISSIONARY UNION 


200 missionaries in: Morocco, the French Sudan, 
Ecuador, Colombia, Italy, Panama, ‘British Hon- 
duras, Northern Canada, Alaska, and Mexico. 


Send for sample copy of 
THE GOSPEL MESSAGE 


and other literature 


1841 East 7th Street Kansas City 24, Mo. 


International Board of Jewish 
Missions, Inc. 
P. O. Box 1256 Atlanta 1, Georgia 


Combining evangelism and relief to Hebrew Chris- 
tians and refugees in Europe and Israel with a 
strong evangelistic witness to Jews in America. 
Write for free copy of magazine, = “Tele 
Nation. Jacob Gartenhaus, D.D., Pres., R. G. Lee 
D.D., Chairman Advisory Board. 





HEBREW CHRISTIAN 
ALLIANCE OF AMERICA, INC. 


100 W. Chicago Ave. Chicago 10, Illinois 

Since 1915 a testimony to 5,000,000 American 
Jews; nurturing Jewish believers; helping train 
workers; relief for aged and needy Hebrew Chris- 
tians. Mission to Jews in South America. ~ 
Literature free. Pray. ARTHUR W. KAC, M.D., 
Pres.; NATHAN J. STONE, Treas. 


International Gospel League 

Box 357 Pasadena 17, California 
Serving five foreign fields: Liberia, West Africa; 
Japan; India; Cuba; and Korea. 

Our goal is to reach those who have never heard 
the Gospel of Christ. Pray for our two hundred 
workers. Send today for the “INTERNATIONAL 
Gospet News,” our monthly paper. 





HIAWATHA LAND 
Independent Baptist Missions 


Giving forth the Word of Life in cities, rural areas, 
and logging camps in Northern Wisconsin and 

Useer Michigan. Also evangelizing the Indian 

Would you like a share in this ministry 


THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW 
CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 
5630 N. Campbell Ave. Chicago 45, Illinols 


Since 1925, God has used our Hebrew Christian 
Movement as a world-wide witness to Israel. Our 





people. 
‘ > * aid to Jewish Christian victims of persecution has 
Fh ape 7 pee Cae EE embraced 20 countries. Funds urgently needed to 
Rev. Guy E. King, Director alleviate suffering Israel. 
1109 Ludington Street Escanaba, Michigan Rev. Jacob Pelts, Secretary 
HI-B.A. CLUBS Japan Evangelistic Band, Inc. 


The Hi-B.A. Club program gets RESULTS 
among the unevangelized High School Stu- 
dents of America and Japan. 


Mail contributions or inquiries to: 


High School Evangelism Fellowship 


Incorporated 
A. Brandt Reed, General Director 
15 Park Row New York 38, N. Y. 


HOME OF ONESIPHORUS 


An evangelical faith mission established in 1916, 
oviding Christian training and permanent reha- 
Bilitation for homeless children in Hong, Kong, 
Lebanon, and The Jordan. “Helping the Helpless 
to Help Themselves.” Free literature on request. 
16mm. sound color movie “God’s Other Children” 
available. 


George E. Hedberg, Executive Director 
HOME OF ONESIPHORUS 
3939 N. Hamlin Ave., Chicago 18, Ill. 





Established in Faith 1908 
Member Mission I.F.M.A. 
OBJECTIVES: 
1. The Gospel for every creature in Japan 
2: Training of Japanese for the ministry 
3. Development of indigenous churches 


Details on request from ay Evangelistic Band, 
1412 N. Kingsley Drive, Angeles 27, Calif. 





The Korea Gospel Mission, Inc. 


Interdenominational faith mission. 4 
fundamental, stressing salvation only by believing 
on the Jesus Christ. Activities include = 
reaching, village Bible classes, o ting 
vs’ farm and aqhanene. Wen 10, 000 p 
a- ey supporters for our 300 orphans at Isabelle 
anage. Will provide free with beautiful nh 
phat mounted with Korean wooden dolls. If inter- 
ested write us, P.O. Box 291, Inglewood 1, Calif. 


any 





The Independent Board 


for 


Presbyterian Foreign Missions 
246 W. Walnut Lane Phila. 44, Pa. 
“Truly Biblical Missions” | 
in Many Lands 
Dr. J. Gordon Holdcroft, President 


Rev. J. Philip Clark Rev. Irwin W. Steele 
Associate General Secretaries 


LATIN AMERICA MISSION 
Hdq. 285 Orchard Terrace Bogota, New Jersey 
“For the spiritual awakening of a continent” 
130 missionaries reaching into 20 countries by evan- 
gelistic campaigns, Bible schools, Medical centers, 
Christian literature, National churches, Mission- 

ary radio. 
FounpeD By Dr. anp Mrs. Harry STRACHAN 
Genera Director: R. KenneTH STRACHAN 





Pray for our 38 Mission Societies* 
with nearly 7,000 missionaries - 
serving in 96 countries 
*Write for complete list of missions 


Interdenominational Foreign 
Mission Association of N.A. 


308 W. 105th Street New York 25, N. Y. 








McAuley Cremorne Mission, Ine. 
434 W. 42nd Street, New York City 36, N. Y. 
An interdenominational faith work 
Full rescue mission program since 1882 
Holding forth the Word of Life 
Nearly 500 converts during 1956 
Your prayers earnestly desired 
James E. Bennet, Pres. Leroy C. Swift, Supt. 
Used clothing always welcome 








December 28, 1957 


language by men who ordinarily could 
not speak their language (v. 11). Peter 
immediately talked to them with amaz- 
ing power that came from the Holy 
Spirit. And the Bible tells us that that 
very day three thousand people were 
born into the family of God (v. 41). 

That same Holy Spirit whose coming 
was made known in such unusual ways, 
lives in us who are God’s children to- 
day. He will use us as mightily as He 
used Peter, if we will let Him. 


MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 
we 


A Sunday School Missionary 
(Continued from page 1010) 


my field for an all-day Sunday school 
rally. Early in the morning, I saw sigris 
of trouble. The leader of this commu- 
nity was a man who had killed two 
men, and what he said was done. I had 
been in his home and his sons’ homes 
many times. They had run off some 
preachers, but had always been nice to 
me. I said to this man, “You and I have 
been good friends for a long time and 
I want to ask a favor of you.” He said, 
“What?” I said, “Children from fifteen 
Sunday schools will be here with pro- 
grams. The sheriff promised to come 
and keep order, but he is not here, and 
I want you to keep order.” He said 
he could not. I knew he loved children 
and I told him about the programs put 
on by children, and that no one there 
had more power and influence than he, 
for I knew what he said would be done. 
He said, “I will.” I never saw better 
order any place all day long, for he 
passed the word around to behave, and 
evildoers knew what would happen if 
they did not obey. Some time after this, 
I rejoiced in seeing this man saved and 
he served one term as Sunday school 
superintendent. This old church now 
is one of the best in the county and 
the average Sunday school attendance 
last year was about 150. 

Many preachers have come from our 
Sunday schools. Fairview leads with 
fifteen and, altogether, over one hun- 
dred preachers have come from our 
Sunday schools. John Coomer, who was 
reared in a very backward place, came 
up_ the hard way. He is now pastor 
of a town church and serves as cRap- 
lain in ‘one of our army hospitals. He 
is also a great evangelist and wins many 
to Christ. Another is Paul Reese, who 
also came up the hard way. He started 
with a small church in Louisville, and 
now has built it into a large church, 
and is a power in his denomination. 
His brother served one year as pastor 
ina church in Chicago. Norman Antle 
came from a poor home and a backward 
place, and served as pastor in Louis- 
ville until his wife’s health broke down. 
He left the city and is now school 
supervisor in his home county and 

\ 
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serves as an evangelist during the sum- 
mer months. 

Earnest Dixson, who serves as pastor 
of a town church, is noted as a soul- 
winner. He was another who was so 
poor that he worked his way through 
school and also served his church in 
Louisville. He is now an evangelist. 
Orby Beard also had to work his way 
through college and now is pastor of a 
large church in Missouri, after serving 
as pastor in towns and in Louisville, Ky. 

I have named only a few and all have 
come up the hard way and made good. 
All the others have stayed and worked 
among their own people, except a few 
who have moved to other ‘states and are 
making good there. No wonder sixty- 
five churches of twelve different de- 
nominations have grown from otir Sun- 
day schools. 

CoLumsia, Ky. 


The Outreach of TGNA 


(Continued from second page) 


director of TGNA, Albert T. Platt, from 
whom he received the following letter, 
dated November 28: 

“Thank you so much for publishing 
the article on TGNA. However, as Mr. 
Liebig pointed out, the information is 
somewhat different today. 

“For example: We now have distrib- 
uted a sum total of 10,987 first lessons 
in the ‘Light of Life’ course. Four thou- 
sand five hundred and thirty-two of 
these have become students, and 335 
have made préfession of faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Of course such an 
increase has required more help. We 
now have one full-time and two part- 
time employees just in the correspond- 
ence department, which takes care of 
four different courses. 

“Speaking of help, we now have a 
complement of fifteen including two 
missionary couples on the field and one 
on furlough. The vast majority of the 
work is in the hands of our Latin breth- 
ren, 

“Recently the Lord enabled us to pur- 
chase a brand new Hammond organ, Of 
the amount needed for its purchase, one- 
third came from our Latin brethren. 
Letters come every day telling of bless- 
ing received. 

“The first of November we began a 
full fifteen hour day in Spanish. ... 
quite a job for our limited staff... but 
already we have received word of great 
blessing. 

“The future sees some rather over- 
whelming projects. Lord willing, we 
want to start dialect broadcasts to reach 
the Indian-speaking peoples, every day, 
in their own language. Also, equip- 
ment wears out, and we are trusting 
the Lord for replacement and expansion 
in the technical department, 
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MESSAGE TO ISRAEL 
Jews Reached for Christ 
through 50 U. S. radio outlets and 5 Foreign Short 
Wave stations. aeeye beamed to State of Israel 
ay afternoons. an ie for Prophecy 
Edition New SS Send for free copy 
MESSAGE to magazine. 
Your prayer support appreciated. 
COULSON SHEPHERD 
Box 682, Gen'l P.O. New York 1, N. Y. 


Native Preacher Company, Inc. 


We will send, in your name, without deduction for 
any expense, your gifts for supporting native 
preachers on the foreign fields. For information, 
please write to: 
Native Preacher Company, Inc. 
1776 Broadway, New York 19, N, Y. 





Messengers of the New Covenant, Inc. 
Newark, New Jersey 
“*] send thee to the children of Israel.’”’ Ezek. 2:3 
The Gospel of God’s grace to dense population of 


Jews, spread by visiting, radio, distribution of Serip- 


tures and literature. Free copy of booklet, 
Lost Sheep of the House of Israel.” Your prayers 
earnestly ired. 





The Mexican Indian Mission, Inc. 
Member Mission #.F.M.A. 

A pioneer faith work emphasizing: — 

¢ A Bible-trained national leadership ¢ An indige- 

nous church ¢ Medical evangelism ¢ Child evan- 
elism ¢ Personal work. Now working in six In- 
ian tribes in Mexico. Additional missionaries 

prayer helpers needed. Write for free information. 


The Mexican Indian Mission, Inc. 
325 North 13th Street Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


New England Fellowship of Evangelicals 
George S. McNeill, Executive Secretary 


Serving evangelical churches in evangelism, Bible 
Conferences, Missionary programs, a daily radio 

am. Reaching over 10,000 boys and girls in 
rural New England with the Bible every two weeks. 
Summer minis at Rumney Bible Conference, 
Rumney, New Hampshire. For information write 
to 10 Kingston St., Boston 11, Massachusetts. 





5 East 48th Street New York 17, N.Y. 
(147th year) 

Rev. David J. Fant, Litt.D., General Secretary 
Distributing the Scriptures in over seventy lan- 
gas about the harbor and within the City of 

lew York, through these divisions: arine, Im- 
migration, Foreign, Jewish, Colored, Hotel, Hos- 
pital, Blind. Scripture texts in the subways. Free 
a mts (Bibles, Testaments, Scripture portions). 

t year—1,110,149. 





Million Testaments Campaigns, Inc. 
George T. 8. Davis, Executive Secretary 

Hundreds of thousands of Prophecy New Testa- 
ments in Hebrew, Yiddish, English, and other 
languages being placed in the hands of interested 
Jews in Israel, North and South America, and 
other lands. Your earnest prayers and generous 
gifts deeply appreciated. 


1505 Race Street Philadelphia 2, Pa. 


NEW YORK GOSPEL MISSION 
TO THE JEWS, INC. 


149 Avenue B, New York 9, N. Y. 
Dedicated to spr reading the Gospel from our strate- 
gically located headquarters. 


A News Letter and the booklet “How to Point a 
Jew to Christ” free on request. 


Ruth Angel, General Director 








MINO MISSION, INC. 
Founded in 1918 by Sadie Lea Weidner 
Heapouarters: Tomidahama, Yokkaichi, Mie 

Ken, Japan. 
mee md Rural Japan. Only the Bible can 
e darkness of idolatry. The Word goes 
‘ben our 4 stations by means of street meet- 
ings, tent meetings, meetings in schools, factories, 
hospitals, institutions, and public a with a 
tract distribution upwards “4 000 ies 
yearly. American address: Harry Smith B56 
Acton Road, Columbus 14, Obie” 


NORTH AFRICA MISSION - 
(Founded 1881) 
7034 W. Gazgrett Road Upper Darby, Pa. 


24,000,000 MOSLEMS without Christ and without 
hope in Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, and Libya! 
Find out how you can help in evangelizing this un- 
happy, strife-torn, forgotten area. 25-minute 
sound-color film available. aves. “NORTH 
AFRICA” free on request. Dr. F. R. Steele, 
Secretary; Rey. E. S. Fife, Deputation Secretary. 





MIRACLE BOOK CLUB, INC. 
Teen-age neighborhood units studying God's Word 


ImmepiaTE Missionaries in HicGH SCHOOLS 


1—Toi invite into Christ, the vay! safe sites, Jn. 5:24. 

a believe Christ lives in hristian, Gal. 

2:20. 3—To be more than Lene through 

Christ, Rom. 8:37. 4—To ome conversation- 

aliots for Christ, Psa. 50:23. By faith 23 years 
teful for prayers ¢ Gifts tax free. 


HOME OFFICE: 50 Avery Drive N.E., Atlanta 9, Ga., U.S.A. 


The Oriental Missionary Society 


Member of E.F.M.A. 
Founded by Chas. E. Cowman —1901 
850 N. Hobart Blvd. Los Angeles 29, Calif. 
Westies in seventeen different Selde. Emphasizing 
ane peed through a threefold policy: 1. Train- 
a national -_" 2. Formation of an in- 
mores church. 3. Every Creature Crusades. 


Fields: Japan, Korea, Hong Kong, Formosa, India 
(6 fields), Ecuador, Colombia, Brazil, Greece, 
Africa, Israel, Okinawa. 





THE MISSION TO ORPHANS, Ine. 
Three Hills, Alberta, Can. 
Box 7043, Asheville, N. C. 
“aanigwing to Missionaries in the Making” — 
the orphans and destitute children of 
CUBA and HAITI 


Providing food, clothing, shelter, and the Gospel 
for the “generation to come.” 
Bimonthly “ORFANEWS” sent free on request. 





The Orinoco River Mission, (ine.) 
Member I.F.M.A. 
Venezuela, South America 

Rev. Van V. Eddings, D.D., Founder & Gen. Dir. 

Evangelizing in five states of eastern Venezuela 

and ton the Orinoco River. A Bible insti- 

tute trains Venezuelans for full-time Christian serv- 

ice among their own people. Literature or 

monthly a Nort letter sent upon request to Home 
Raymond Avenue, Pasa- 

= Soentn. 
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Pacific Garden Mission 
646 S. State Street Chicago 5, lil. 
Gospel Lighthouse on Skid Row since 1877. 
Opén 24 hours a day every day. Visitors welcome. 


Help us reach the unsaved throu th 30-minute sound 
and color films, “THE STRE and “OUT OF 
THE NIGHT,” also through “UNSHACKLED! x 
radio program. 


, 
Soldiers’ and Gospel Mission 
of South America 

378 N. 11th St.,-Paterson 2, N. J. 
Founded, 1923—George M. Black, Jr., Director 
Goal of indigenous churches with trained national 
workers in strategic cities, Mapuche Indians and 
islanders; Scripture distribution among Defense 
units and jails; radio and Bible correspondence 
course ministry; Christian schools. 

Field Address 
Casilla 507, Temuco, Chile, S. A. 





POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 


International Headquarters 
49 Honeck Street Englewood, New Jersey 


Conducting a fruitful ministry of evangelism — 
~-- ae Scripture distribution supported 
prayers and gifts of Christian friends. Send for nd 
illustrated Quarterly with news of work in United 
States, Formosa, Japan, Korea, Malaya, Indo- 
China, and Africa. 


South America Indian Mission 
1404 Forsythe Street, West Palm Beach, Fia. 
THE MISSION TO INDIANS 


Write for free copy of Amazon Valley Indian, 
containing accounts of God’s dealings with semi- 
civilized and savage RED MEN. 





THE REFORMATION 
TRANSLATION FELLOWSHIP 


1031 East Glenrosa Phoenix, Arizona 


Still reaching readers in Red China with Christian 
literature mailed from Hong Kong. Also reaches 
Chinese in many other lands. True to the Bible as 
the infallible Word of God, and the doctrines of the 
Reformation. Booklet on request. 


Southern Bible Testimony, Inc. 


A work of faith, maintained by prayer and volun- 
tary contributions, seeking to reach the small and 
out-of-the-way places of the Southland with a Bible 
teaching ministry. Write for folder and free copy 
of monthly paper, TESTIMONY. 2 


SOUTHERN BIBLE TESTIMONY, INC, 
Brxson City, N. C. 





REGIONS BEYOND 
MISSIONARY UNION 
8102 Elberon Avenue Philadelphia 11, Pa. 
CAREY'S MOTTO: 
“Expect great things from God 
Attempt great things for God.” 
Proclaiming Christ in our older fields 
AFRICA — INDIA — PERU 
and in the virgin fields 
INDONESIA — NEPAL — NETH. NEW GUINEA 


Southern Highland Evangel 
Matewan, West Virginia 
“FACING THE CHALLENGE” 
is the title of an illustrated folder mailed on request. 
A work established in 1930 that offers opportuni- 
ties for investing life and means for Christ in four 
Appalachian mountain states. 





Slavic Gospel Association, Inc. 


2434 N. Kedzie Blvd., Dept. TB, Chicago 47, Ill. 
Missionaries in many parts of the world where 
there are Russian and other Slavic- agaaning people. 
Support for missionaries and relief, especially 
nested i in Europe; also provision for ospels, 
Bibles, and Tracts. Now working in 22 countries. 
Literature free; write today. 


PETER DEYNEKA, General Director 








A Foreign Field in America? 
i Si! We minister to Spanish Catholics steeped in 
fear and superstition. Help us reach them with 
the Gospel through visitation, child evangelism, 
clothing distribution, services (indoor and out), 
and PRAYER. 


Spanish American Bible Mission, Inc. 


Box 1616 Las Vegas, New Mexico 
Member of Home Missions Fellowship 


. Say, 
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“Continue to pray for us.” 

TGNA are the call letters of the radio 
station of the Central American Mis- 
sion and they stand for “Telling the 
Good News Abroad.” The station is a 
member of the Pan American Christian 
Network. Listeners may find it on their 
dials as follows: Local longwave, 720 
ke. (417 meters); National shortwave, 
5952.5 ke. (49 meters); International 
shortwave, 31 meters, 9,668 ke, 25 
meters, 11,850 ke. The home office of 
the Central American Mission is at 3611 
Congress Ave., Dallas 19, Texas; and the 
field address, Apartado 601, Guatemala, 
Central America, 


Children | at Home 


Marie's Answer to Prayer 
Founded on fact 


By Sara Shields 


ARIE had lived in the city only a 

few weeks when a visitor from the 
mission nearby called to invite her to 
Sunday school. And, oh, how Marie 
longed to attend Sunday school! She 
just couldn’t tell this nice lady that 
Mother had no faith in God because 
she thought He didn’t care for them 
any longer. 
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So Marie said: “Please, ma’am, my 
mother goes to work every day. Could 
you come to see her some evening, and 
maybe she will let me come.” 

Miss Brown loved all children, and 
her kind heart was touched deeply. 
She said: “Of course I'll call again, 
my dear. We have a Friday evening 
meeting for children, and at the same 
hour a meeting for mothers. Maybe 
you and your mother could come to- 
gether. I'll talk to her, dear; and, what- 
ever is worrying you, just you tell it 
tc the Lord Jesus. He is the children’s 
friend, you know.” 

Marie and her mother lived in two 
rooms. When the little girl came home 
from school she went quietly upstairs, 
and did her best about getting supper. 

This particular day there wasn’t much 
to get for supper. At bedtime she had 
told Marie: “We will just have a can 
of soup for supper tomorrow night, 
Marie, and there’s enough tea and bread 
and butter. Bring a pint of milk home, 
when you come from school.” 

Marie did her best to try to make 
the supper table look nice. She got out 


“a nice embroidered tea cloth Mother 


had made in happier days, and she put 
their best china out, too, and the table 
did look pretty. 

But Marie felt lonely and worried 
about her mother. She sat down by 
the window to watch for her, then she 
remembered what Miss Brown had told 
her about the Lord Jesus being the 
children’s friend. 

Marie was puzzled about many things. 
One was that ever since Daddy left 
them, Mother never spoke of Jesus to 
her, and before that they were so happy, 
except that Daddy used to drink some- 
times. Mother used to meet Marie after 
Sunday school and together they at- 
tended church service. Mother would . 
“We must keep on praying for 
your Daddy, Marie.” Now, she never 
said anything about prayer. 

The little girl slipped to her knees 
by the chair at the window, and so much. 
in earnest was she, that she didn’t hear 
her mother come in, but Mother heard 
Marie say in’ a tearful little voice, “Oh, 
please, dear Jesus, help my mother to 
believe in You again.” 

Into that mother’s heart came a great 
sorrow for ever doubting her Lord, and 
she knelt down beside her little daugh- 
ter and told Him so, 

When ,they arose from their knees 
she said: “Marie, next Sunday you and 
I are going back to our old way of wor- 
shiping God. I'll meet you after Sun- 
day school as we used to do, but, to- 
night, we’re starting anew to serve Him. 
Thank you, sweetheart, for showing me 
the way back to Him. Together we'll 
trust Him for the future.” 

Miss Brown proved a true friend to 
Marie and her mother. She found a 
nicer place for them to live, and helped 
the mother to get a better position. 
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Now they both serve the Lord Jesus 
and Marie longs te show other children 
that He is, indeed, the children’s friend. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, January 12 
2. Where Do You Think You're Going? 
(Luke 14:25-33) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HIS second topic in the series of 
three on the general theme, “Look 
in the Mirror!” challenges us to con- 
sider where we are headed and what 
is our destination. We saw last week 


something of our true nature and at 
the same time something of the value 
that. God puts on every individual. In 
the light of that value—so great that 
God was wilting to give His own Son 
to redeem it—it surely behooves us to 
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think soberly about what we are doing 
to reach the goal that God has set for 
us at so great a cost. Paul speaks of his 
desire in this respect in Philippians 3:12, 
“That I may apprehend [lay hold upon] 
that for which also I am apprehended 
{laid hold upon] of Christ Jesus.” 
we 

We do not think very highly of any- 
one in school or college who has no 
idea whatever as to what he or she 
wants to do when school days are over. 
We do not rate very highly the man 
who goes into business with no definite 
aims. Yet are not some of us jogging 
along in the Christian life, year after 
year, getting nowhere, almost as if we 
were riding on a merry-go-round? The 
Lord Jesus repeatedly reminded the 
men and women that followed after 
Him of the importance of real disciple- 
ship. In the Scripture verses chosen 
for our consideration this week He gave 
two examples of the foolishness of try- 
ing to follow Him and yet not meaning 
business and counting the cost. The 
one example had to do with the man 
who started out to build a tower with 
little or no design and without taking 
into account what the building would 
cost. _The second example had to do 
with a king who began a war without 
reckoning whether or not he would be 
able to win. 

4 . 


The Christian life is far more than 
merely accepting the Lord Jesus Christ 
as Saviour and then, once the matter 
of eternal security is taken care of, 
settling down to a comfortable life of 
self-indulgence and enjoying all the 
pleasures of the world, keeping on good 
terms with everyone, unsaved as well 
as saved. True discipleship cuts right 
across earthly relationships, friend- 
ships, and associations and activities 
(Luke 14:26). This does not mean that 
we shall not have natural affection, or 
times of wholesome pleasure and en- 
joyment, but it does mean that in all 
our affections, human relationships, and 
in all our pleasures and enjoyments, 
Christ will come first and nothing that 
interferes with following Him and doing 
His will will be permitted in our lives. 
It may mean real heartache and suffer- 
ing, when we have to refuse to share 
in the activities of those we love who 
are not following Christ, or when we 
have to part company with them for His 
sake. But true disciples of the Lord 
Jesus will, with Paul, “count all things 
but loss for the excellency of the knowl- 
edge of Christ Jesus my Lord” (Phil. 
3:8). It is important, therefore, that 
we count the cost and make up our 
minds as to whether or not we really 
want to follow the Lord Jesus, 


4 
Some of us perhaps have known in- 


dividuals who entered upon the ath- 
letic program of a school or college who 
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never rose beyond the role of an “also 
ran.” Following the Lord Jesus is not 
such a program, It is running to obtain 
the prize (1 Cor. 9: 24-26), It is fighting, 
not like those who merely fan the air, 
but making every blow count in order 
to win (1 Cor. 9:26). It is pressing on 
to reach the goal and attain the prize 
(Phil. 3:13, 14). It is laying aside not 
only sinful things, but even such things 
as are weights and might hinder our 
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running. It is realizing that there are 
some things in life which may not nec- 
essarily be directly harmful tq us in 
themselves but which might take our 
time and absorb our energies so that 
we cannot do faithfully the things that 
the Lord Jesus asks of us (Heb. 12:1, 2). 
\ Se 

There is an aspect of the Christian 
life which sometimes Christians lose 
sight of, and it has a very important 
bearing on the answering of the ques- 
tion proposed by our topic, “Where do 
you think you’re+going?” To the sin- 
cere follower of the Lord Jesus Christ 
this earthly life is but a pilgrimage in 
which we are to be prepared for the 
infinitely fuller and better life that will 
follow (1 Pet. 2:11). Those of us who 
are younger are often tempted to look 
upon the future life as something very 
nebulous and distant and about which 
we do not have to think very much 
until we are old and it comes time for 
us to die. Nothing can be further from 
the truth. This world in which we live 
and which surrounds us on every hand 
is largely at enmity toward God. It 
does not include Him in its thinking 
and séeks to forget His rightful claims 
as Creator, Lord. All that it does is 
headed away from Him, It is the false, 
and unreal, and ephemeral world. It is 
the unseen and spiritual things that are 
real and eternal (2 Cor. 4:18). Those 
who belong to the Lord Jesus Christ 
are not truly at home here. They are 
like those that travel in a foreign land 
and long for the time when they may 
be at home (Heb, 11:13-16). 


Now, all of this does not mean that 
followers of the Lord Jesus Christ will 
be doleful and mcurnful and wearisome 
to live with, or unrealistic. On the con- 
trary, their hearts ‘will be filled with 
a real joy that this world cannot know. 
It will mean that they will enjoy the 
good and the wholesome and the pure 
things to a depth that unbelievers never 
realize. But it will mean also that those 
of us who love and are seeking to 
serve the Lord Jesus Christ will keep 
our eyes fixed on Him rather than on 
the things 4 


of the worl 


For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Dally Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


January 6 to 12 
Mon., Jan. 6.—John 16:1-11. 
The Convincer of Sin. 


PraYER SuccestTions: “The Comforter 
. . « when he is come, he will reprove 
the world of sin, and of righteousness, 
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and of judgment.” The Holy Spirit 
must do this work in the souls of men. 
The Holy Ghost alone can effect con- 
viction. This appears in the cases of 
conversion recorded in the New Testa- 
ment. The Spirit does, His work 
through men who are vessels meet for 
the Master’s use. The Law makes sin 
known, and the Gospel offers the needed 
pardon and salvation in Christ. Pray 
that the Spirit of God may have more 
and more ministers through whom He 
can do His sin-revealing, conscience- 
awakening work in churches, 


Tues., Jan. 7.—John 16:12-15. 
The Guide to Truth. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “When he, the 
Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide 
you into all truth: for he shall not speak 
of himself; but whatsoever he shall 
hear, that shall he speak: and he will 
shew you things to come.” The Holy 
Ghost is always joined with the Father 
and the Son in the salvation of souls. 
He creates spiritual life through God’s 
servants; He strives with, reproves, 
and. convinces sinners; reveals God’s 
truth concerning Christ, and leads be- 
lievers into the truth of God in the 
revelations of the Bible. Pray for the 
needful, mighty operation of the Spirit 
of God in the churches of our time. 


Wed., Jan. 8.—Acts 1:1-5. 
Baptism of the Spirit. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ye shall be bap- 
tized with the Holy Ghost not many 
days hence.” At Pentecost the Church 
“by one Spirit [were] ... all baptized 
into one body ... Jews or Gentiles‘... 
bond or free; and have been all made 
to drink into one Spirit” (1 Cor. 12:13). 
There is only one baptism, but many 
fillings with the Spirit in the experi- 
ence of the Church, Every believer 
needs the abundant grace of the Holy 
Ghost, He who brought the Church 
into existence is needed by all believers 
for holy service. Pray for grace fully 
to obey the Lord, and to surrender the 
temple of your heart for the Spirit’s 
fullness. 


Thurs., Jan. 9.—Acts 1:6-11. 
Witness Through the Spirit. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ye shall receive 
power, after that the Holy Ghost is come 
m you: and ye shall be witnesses 
unto me.” The word “witness” is allied 
to the word “martyr” in the New Tes- 
tament. It signifies a person who is 
willing to stake his life on the divine 








Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 


truth Christ declared in the Gospels. 
Only a person who has the Spirit of 
God in him will be courageous enough 
for this, Stephen exemplifies this: “He, 
being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up 
stedfastly into heaven, and saw the 
glory of God, and Jesus standing on the 
right hand of God” (Acts 7:55). Wit- 
nessing through the Spirit is always 
courageous. Pray that more ministers 
of Christ may seek the grace of holy 
boldness needed for revival’s gentle, 
mighty ministries, 


Fri., Jan. 10.—Acts 2:1-4. 
The Power Comes. 
PraYER SuccesTions: “They were all 
filled with the Holy Ghost.” It was the 
power of God which was necessary for 
effectual ministries in apostles, the same 
power that was in Christ at the com- 
mencement of His ministry, and is also 
in ourselves today in Gospel services, 
The Gospel never can be efficacious 
without the Spirit's grace and power. 
Our strength and wisdom are insuffi- 
cient. Pray that ministers and Chris- 
tian workers everywhere may seek the 
enduement from on high as promised 
by the Lord Jesus. 


Sat., Jan. 11.—Acts 2:37-41. 
The Power of the Gospel. 


PRAYER SuGcesTIONs: “Now when they 
heard this, they were pricked in their 
heart, and said unto Peter and to the 
rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, 
what shall we do?” The Gospel rightly 
understood is “good tidings of great 
joy” to malefactors doomed to die. To 
all who know themselves to be in dan- 
ger of perishing in their sins, the Gospel 
of the grace of God will be the sweetest 
words they can ever hear. It testifies 
to the final judgment, makes that word 
“perish” in John 3:16 appear in all its 
terribleness, and makes the pardoning, 
saving grace of God glorious and might- 
ily desired. Pray for more preaching 
of the sinner’s perilous state so that he 
will feel the need for the salvation of 
God which is by grace. 


Sun., Jan. .12.—1 Cor. 2:6-16. 
The Spirit, Our Interpreter. 

PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “Which things 
also we speak, not in the words 
which man’s wisdom teacheth, but 
which the Holy Ghost teacheth; com- 
paring spiritual thjngs with spirit- 
ual.” The Holy Ghost, our divine 
interpreter, is our best teacher. What 
He has to say about His own inspired 
truth is our safest knowledge. The 
wortds of the Spirit afe, therefore, 
our best revelation. Let Him teach 
you from His Word about the Father, 
the Son, yourself, your future, your 
behavior. Grieve Him not. “Hear 
what the Spirit saith unto the 
churches.” Pray for new and greater 
interest in Bible study in churches 
and in families. 
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